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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


PAGE 
A SCHEME for making good the Embankment front of 
Somerset House, to the damaged state of which atten- 
tion was drawn in a Note in our issue of April 1 last, 


is being prepared by the Ministry of Works. 250 


THe WHITEHAVEN CORPORATION invite architects 
to submit designs in competition for a Public Hall and 
Restaurant. The assessor is Mr. Harold A. Dod, 
M.A., F.R.I.B.A., and premiums of £300, £250 and 
£175 are offered. 


ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT of the recommendations 
made by Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie and 
Mr. Robert H. Matthew in their Clyde Valley 
Regional Plan, just published, is that for the setting up 
of a regional administration for the Clyde Basin, 
representative of the various local authorities and 
under a suitable constitution defining its functions, 
powers and responsibilities. 


THE SUGGESTION that the country’s interests might best 
be protected by employers ascertaining the political 
creed of applicants for “‘ key ’’ posts, and not appoint- 
ing to such posts members of any technical organisation 
with strong links with Communism, is made by Mr. 
Sidney Loweth. 


THE OPINION that the village or hamlet which ceases to 
develop soon begins to decay was expressed by Dr. C. S. 
Orwin, M.A., D.Litt., in a paper on ‘‘ The Planning 
of Rural Areas and the Location and Development of 
Villages ” read at the Town Planning Summer School. 
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A prop of 50 per cent. in the membership of the 
Birmingham branch of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives is reported by Mr. D. 
Crawford, the secretary. The “lost” workers, it is 
believed, have gone chiefly to the motor car industry. 


A £600 MILLION PLAN for public works, to make jobs 
if at any time depression and unemployment again hit 
Australia, has been announced by Mr. Chifley, Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth. The proposed works 
are development projects which will add to the efficiency 
of Australia’s economic machine. 
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PLANNING AND THE ORDINARY MAN 


rt is safe to claim that no Act of Parliament within recent 

time has secured such publicity as has the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, by means of explanatory 
memoranda, circulars, practice notes, questions and state- 
ments in Parliament, radio broadcasts and so on. Again, 
prior to June 30 of this year, the Press had warned all inter- 
ested as to the consequences of delaying or, worse still, 
omitting to make a claim for a share in the £300m. Fund 
which, in the form of Government Stock, is intended to 
compensate landowners for the loss of development values. 





We recall that not so long ago certain daily papers 
painted an affecting picture of the Chairman of the Central 
Land Board bemoaning the fact that he had £300m. to 
give away, and that few people seemed to want it, thus 
creating a false impression in the minds of those who had 
not studied their Act. But as June 30 drew near, claims 
rolled in in sufficient numbers to give both the C.L.B. and 
district valuers sufficient to think about for a considerable 
time to come. There may still be people who do not yet 
realise that some years must elapse before the making of the 
Treasury Scheme which will settle the amount, if any, of 
the compensation awarded. 


There has recently been published by the Ministry con- 
cerned a booklet entitled “* The 1947 Act—144 Questions 
and Answers.’’* In a foreword, the Minister explains that 
“it tries to answer some of the questions which the ordinary 
man is likely toask about ... the Act, and to show how 
this far-reaching and unavoidably complicated Act may 
affect him personally.” The foreword then proceeds to 
enumerate the points upon which the ordinary man is 
likely to require assistance. The booklet (it is further 
stated) does not pretend to answer “‘ any and every ques- 
tion’’ (an assertion with which we cordially agree—for 
one could hardly expect that for a modest sixpence). It 
does not give rulings on points of law, which would, of 
course, be impossibie—though the word “ inappropriate ”’ 
is used in the foreword. Its avowed objects are: (a) to 
give the simplest possible guidance to the main provisions 
of the Act; (4) to make plain to the average citizen his 
rights (that is, we presume, the few still left to him), and 
(c) to save (so the compilers hope) a busy man or woman 
a visit to the local Council or to a solicitor. No doubt the 
former is more likely to be pleased on that score than the 
latter ! 

The issue of the booklet has been delayed, it is stated, 
because of the need to incorporate the latest Regulations, 
with the result that, since the final dates for the submission 
of claims on the Fund and for certificates in connection 
with ‘‘ dead-ripe land ’’ have passed, any references to these 
matters are no longer valid. 

Of the questions and answers themselves, there is little 
matter that is new, and a good deal is mere repetition of 
what has been explained before ; and, in some cases, the 
reader is directed, for more detailed information, to pam- 
phlets previously issued (for instance, D.1.A). There are 
three parts, two appendices, and a good index. The 
arrangement of the matter is praiseworthy ; for example, 
Part If purports to show how the Act may affect the house- 
holder, shopkeeper, business man, manufacturer, farmer 
and advertiser—in other words, practically everybody. 

We recommend the little booklet to our readers as a 
handy and useful reference work. 


In conclusion, it must be admitted that, should the Act 
prove difficult or, as is suggested in some quarters, impossible 
to work, no blame will lie with those (among whom we 
include the Chairman of the Central Land Board) who 
have laboured so hard to popularise and explain what they 
themselves have admitted is a “ far-reaching and unavoid- 
ably complicated ’’ piece of legislation. 


* H.M. Stationery Office. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Somerset House to be Repaired. 


ATTENTION to the war-damaged cen- 

dition of Somerset House, particu- 
larly the four bays of the Embankment 
front, was drawn in a Note on this page 
on April 1 last. Two main reasons why 
the repair should be undertaken were then 
advanced: first, that the site of the 1951 
Exhibition was almost directly opposite, 
and, second, that the work would provide 
some measure of employment for crafts- 
men who are in danger of losing their 
skill through sheer lack of exercise. This 
latter view was subsequently endorsed in 
a letter from the trade. 

The welcome news has been made 
known this week that a scheme for making 
good the damage on the Embankment front 
is being prepared by the Ministry of 
Works. It is hoped to start the work early 
next year, and it is thought that it will take 
about two years to complete. The ques- 
tion of the Ministry of Works nominating 
an architect in private practice to super- 
vise the work is under consideration. An 
appointment will shortly be announced. 


Festival of Britain Competitions. 

THE NEwS that the organisers of the 
1951 Festival of Britain are putting out 
to competition some of the designs for 
the project, starting with the Restaurant 
and Exhibition Tower, has been well 
received by architects. Mr. Gerald 
Barry and his colleagues have made the 
announcement at a time when many are 
beginning to appreciate the possibilities 
of the Festival as a stimulus to post-war 
architectural design. Extravagance in 
the competitions must necessarily be 
ruled out because of the temporary 
nature ef the buildings, but it is to be 
hoped that some really diverting designs 
will be produced. 

Exhibition work in this country has, in 
the past few years, reached a really high 
lével in design, and much of our so- 
called everyday architecture would bene- 
fit by an infusion of the adventurous 
spirit in which this kind of work is 
usually carried out. The quality of 
architectural design at the Festival should 
have some beneficial effect on English 
entertainment architecture generally. The 
average seaside resort, to mention but 
one aspect, is sadly in need of a more 
lively treatment. Some would say that 
the British people do not want gaiety 
in design. The answer is that they have 
never had it, so none can authoritatively 
say it is unacceptable. Architects have 
the chance to bring about a change in 
1951, and what better occasion could 
there be to introduce it ? 


Painting, Sculpture and the Architect. 

THE Institute of Contemporary Arts 
and the MARS Group are following up 
the 7th Congrés International d’Archi- 
tecture Moderne, which ended at Ber- 
gamo, Northern Italy, on July 30, by a 
discussion on “ Painting, Sculpture and 
the Architect,” to be held at the R.I.B.A., 
66, Portland-place, W.1, at 6 p.m. on 
Friday, September 2. 

Collaboration between architects, pain- 
ters and sculptors was one of the prin- 
cipal themes of the Bergamo conference, 
and some of the distinguished foreign 
architects and artists who took part in 
the discussion there will be coming to 
England to be present at the 1L.C.A— 
MARS Group meeting. They include C. 
Van Eesteren, the Director of the Ant- 
werp School of Architecture and a mem- 
ber of the De Styl Group, L. Stynen and 
Ernesto Rogers, the Italian architect. It 
is hoped that a recording will be played 
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M.V. “CHANGSHA ”: The lounge. The dance square is in the centre, under the 


carpet. There is a concealed screen in the ceiling over the stairs. 


of the speeches made at Bergamo by 
Le Corbusier and Professor Giedion. 
Gerald Barry will be in the Chair and 
other speakers include Graham Suther- 
land, Richards, Maxwell Fry, 
Roland Penrose, F. McWilliam and Pat- 
rick Heron. 


Bedford-square Parties. 


THE meeting will be followed at 9 p.m. 
by a party around Bedford-square. At 
No. 7, while refreshing themselves at 
buffet and bar, guests will be able to 
see the work of 30 young architects who 
have come from Australia; Austria, the 
Argentine, Belgium, Colombia, Denmark, 
France, Holland, Italy, South Africa, 
Sweden and Switzerland, as well as Great 
Britain, to attend a summer school organ- 
ised for them by the MARS Group, the 
British section of CIAM. Under the 
direction of Mr. Maxwell Fry they have 
been working on the following schemes : 
““A National Theatre,” “ An office block 
at Knightsbridge,” “Elephant and 
Castle traffic complex ” and “ A housing 
scheme at Hampstead,” and the results 
of their month’s work will be on show. 

There will be an exhibition of sculp- 
ture at No. 21, the premises of the Royal 
Anthropological Institute, and of paint- 
ing at No. 12, Messrs. Lund Humphries’ 
offices. There will be dancing at No. 53, 
the editorial offices of the monthly 
“ Horizon,” and the Architectural Asso- 
ciation are arranging a special buffet 
and bar at No. 34 for their members 
attending the party. 

The meeting is free for members of the 
Institute of Contemporary Arts and the 
MARS Group. Tickets for the garden 
party, which also admit to the meeting, 
are on sale to the general public, price 
10s., 17s. 6d. for two, and can be obtained 
from the Institute of Contemporary Arts, 
6, Fitzroy-street, W.1, or the MARS 
Group, 7, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


International Union of. Architects. 


THE Executive Committee of the Union 
Internationale des Architectes met at 
Gothenburg and Stockholm from May 23 
to 31, under the presidency of Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie. All the members of the 
committee were present, and ten full 


(See Note.) 


meetings were held and several meetings 
of sub-committees. The report of M. 
Pierre Vago, the secretary-general, was 
unanimously approved. 

The committee has accepted the offer 
of the Minister of Reconstruction and 
Urbanism of the French Government to 
provide office accommodation in Paris 
for the ‘permanent secretariat. All 
national and regional sections were asked 
to send to the secretary-general before 
November 30, 1949, a report on their 
organisation. 

It was agreed to admit provisionally 
Hungary and Austria to membership. 
Regarding the request of Iran for admis- 
sion, the secretary-general was instructed 
to ask for further information. The com- 
mittee decided unanimously that a 
Spanish section and a German section 
could not be envisaged. 

The committee approved the actions of 
the secretary-general in relation to recog- 
nition by the United Nations and 
U.N.E.S.C.O., and instructed him to con- 
tinue the necessary negotiations. It was 
agreed to send representatives to various 
conferences, one organised by 
U.N.E.S.C.O. in Paris, two at Geneva, 
and one in New York. 

The committee decided that individual 
‘membership of the Union was inadmis- 
sible. The committee approved unani- 
mously the main lines of the programme 
of the Congréss of the Union to be held 
at Warsaw in 1950. The committee is 
meeting again at Cairo on: January 9. 


N.S.W. University of Technology. 

AN important development in the field 
of technical educatidn is the establish- 
ment by Act of the State Parliament this 
year of the New South Wales University 
of Technology. 

Professor F. E. Towndrow, F.R.1.B.A., 
F.R.A.LA., M.T.C.P.I. (Aust.), has been 
appointed to the Chair of Architecture, 
which is one of the five “ Foundation 
Chairs” in the new University. Profes- 
sor Towndrow is Head of the Depart- 
ment of Architecture and Building at 
Sydney Technical College, and was at one 
time the Assistant Principal of the 
Regent-street Polytechnic School of 
Architecture and Building. 
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It has long been realised that certain 
aspects of vocational education in the 
higher technical colleges are equal to the 
degree level of the traditional university. 
Moreover, the need has been felt for 
universities which will be largely devoted 
to applied science, art, and technology, 
and the particular needs of different in- 
dustries and professions. 

The new technical university will plan 
its work in collaboration with the exist- 
ing Sydney University. In the case of 
architecture there is need for two major 
schools in Sydney—both of which have 
been Jong established. For town’ plan- 
ning there is one course in which both 
institutions . co-operate. | Appropriate 
buildings have been planned for the new 
university. Until the new buildings be- 
come available it is anticipated that there 
will be a degree course in architecture 
at the Sydney Technical College in addi- 
tion to the existing six-year part-time 
<iploma courses in architecture and build- 
ing. Instruction in building science, the 
theory of structures, and the building 
trades and crafts will form an integral part 
of these courses for the first three years. 
For the senior architectural students there 
will be an atelier for architectural design, 
civic architecture and town planning 
studio work. There will also be an 
atelier for post-graduate work in archi- 
tectural science and architectural] re- 


search. 


Furnishings for a New Vessel. 

AN EXHIBITION has been on view in Lon- 
don of the interior decorations and fur- 
nishings designed for the China Naviga- 
tion Company’s new m.v. “ Taiyuan, 
which is now being built by Scotts’ Ship- 
building and Engineering Co. 

The exhibition, which was held at 
Messrs. Heal’s premises in Tottenham 
Court-road, included typical sections of 
the lounge, dining-saloon, smoke-room, 
the bar and the writing-alcove. The need 
to save space (the “* Taiyuan ” will not be 
a vessel of the larger class) and the desir- 
ability of achieving a bright and cool 
effect suitable for the tropical and sub- 
tropical climates in which the vessel will 
usually operate, have been among the 
chief factors influencing the designs. 

Ceilings throughout are of pigmented 
birch and all lighting is of the fluorescent 
type. Toned sycamore panelling is used 
extensively and with pleasing effect. The 
furniture is mainly of walnut and teak, 
while the wall murals have a distinct Far 
Eastern theme. : 

The accompanying illustrations show 
parts of the “Taiyuan’s” sister ship, 
m.v. “ Changsha,” and are identical with 
those to be constructed in the former, 
the furniture, furnishings and panelling 
having been designed and executed for 
both vessels by Messrs. Heal’s Contracts, 


Ltd. 


Improvements at Hereford Cathedral. 


THE restoration and adornment of the 
Ladye Chapel of Hereford Cathedral will 
be promoted by a further gift from Mr. 
Lennox Lee, a well-known benefactor of 
the Cathedral. Recently, through the 
gifts of the Friends of the Cathedral, 
and through the skill of Professor Tris- 
tram and: his craftsman, the vaulting of 
the Ladye Chapel has been cleaned, and 
the bosses, the capitals, and the monu- 
ments in the chapel restored. Now Mr. 
Lee has undertaken the complete refur- 
nishing and adornment of the chapel; and 
his gift includes an altar in accordance 
with the proportions of the chapel, the 
substitution of an organ, in a suitable posi- 
tion, for the existing harmonium, and the 
provision of entirely. new seating arrange- 


THE BUILDER 


ments. Mr. Randoll Blacking, F.R.1.B.A., 
will be responsible for the carrying out ot 
this work, and his plans have been 
generally approved by the Dean and 
Chapter. 


L.C.C. Merstham Scheme Allowed. 

THE Ministers of Health and Town 
and Country Planning have decided to 
allow the London County Council to de- 
velop 210 acres of land at Merstham, 
near Reigate, Surrey, to house about 6,000 
people. This decision follows a joint in- 
quiry and upholds the L.C.C.’s appeal 
against’ the Surrey County Council’s 
refusal to. allow the development on the 
ground that it was inconsistent with the 
Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning’s proposals for ultimate population 
in the area. 


_In a letter to the Surrey County Coun- 

cil, Mr. Silkin states that the L.C.C. 
badly need a site on the south side of 
London to fulfil their immediate housing 
programme, and the Minister is satisfied 
that no suitable alternative site can be 
found. His ultimate population figures 
for Greater London were always intended 
to be provisional and subject to varia- 
tion after more detailed survey of exist- 
ing conditions. 

Mr. Silkin considers that it will be 
a for the L.C.C. to develop Merst- 
ham as a balanced community and that 
it should not become a dormitory suburb 
with large numbers travelling daily to 
London. There is a shortage of labour 
in the Redhill area; and in choosing 
their out-county estate residents the 
L.C.C. take into consideration the places 


” where they work in order that daily 


travel may be reduced to a minimum, 

It is not thought that the North Downs 
Preservation Area would be adversely 
affected by the scheme, but, as a safe- 
guard, the Minister expresses the opinion 
that land south of the Bletchingley Road 
should be used to the fullest possible ex- 
tent for the provision of schools, playing 
fields and community buildings, both for 
the existing as well as the new popula- 
tion. Care should also be taken to 
avoid cutting down trees, especially north 
of the Bletchingley Road. These steps 
would help considerably to protect the 
view from the Downs. 
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Sunderland Borough Architect, 

Mr. Harvey  COoLiincs __ BisHopP, 
A.R.LB.A., deputy borough architect of 
Lewisham, has been appointed to the 
newly-created post of borough architect 
at Sunderland. 


An Architect’s Estate. 

The late Mr. F. C. Kemp, architect, of 
Wigton, Cumberland, left £45,995 (net 
personalty £45,603). 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. Max Lock, A.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., writes 
that work on the Portsmouth district survey 
and plan having been completed. the office of 
the Max Lock Planning Group af Fareham is 
now closed. All communications should in 
future be addressed to Mr. Lock at “ Alver- 
bank,” S‘anley, Park, Alverstoke, Hants. 

Messrs. Woop ann Weir, A/A.R.LC.S., char- 
tered quantity surveyors, have moved their head 
office to No. 6a, Princes-street, Hanover-square, 
London, W.1 (tel.: Mayfair 5568/9), where all 
correspondence should in future be addressed. 
Their existing premises at 51, Doughty-st . 
W.C.1, are being retained as a branch office. 


COMING EVENTS 
Friday, September 2. 
I.C.A. AND MARS Group.—A discussion 
on ‘Painting, Sculpture and the Architect.” 
R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 


Saturday, September 3. 

COUNCIL FOR VISUAL EDUCATION.—Opening 
by Sir Frank Stenton, M.A., D.Litt., vice- 
chancellor of the University of Reading, of a 
series of school exhibitions. Art Gallery, 
Blagrave-street, Reading. 3 p.m. Continu- 
ing until September 29. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 
Saturday, August 25, 1849. 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE SOUTH SIDE OF 
THE THAMES.—On the south of the 
Thames nothing but neglect seems to 
rule. It is believed there are ample funds 
to proceed with proposed improvements, 
and in one instance the coal duties are 
available. The south of the Thames is 
entitled to a share positively provided 
for by Act of Parliament.... No dis- 
trict around the metropolis has been so 
cruelly treated as the southern boroughs 
—‘the elder sister of London” as they 
used to be called—deserted and become a 
ruined heap. 





M.V. “ CHANGSHA ”: The bar. This is 


in walnut and birch, with birch ceiling. 
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FONTAINEBLEAU 


The Hotel de Pompadour 


By ALWYN R. DENT, A.R.LB.A. 
(with sketches by the Author) 


Most visitors to Fontainebleau— 

some forty miles south of Paris 
and encircled by its great forest—will 
have wandered through the Palace, 
which in its variety of styles and in- 
formality of arrangement contrasts 
with the formal dignity of Versailles. 
It is an epitome of French history 
Since the sixteenth century and dates 
back to the dim ages as a hunting 
lodge of the early Capetian kings— 
_ “la vraie demeure des Rois,” as 
Napoleon called it. They will have 
mounted the horse-shoe staircase in the 
Cour des Adieux; traversed the apart- 
ments of Napoleon and of Marie 
Antoinette; admired the grand gal- 
leries of Francois I and Henri II; and 
of course, fed the voracious carp now 
restored to the pond—emptied during 
the German occupation as a possible 
landmark for aircraft. 

Of the town itself they will pro- 
bably have retained a brief impres- 
sion of a pleasing but not particularly 
distinguished aspect; nevertheless, 
there remain here and there a few 
houses of an older period which are 
of individual interest. The Hdétel du 
Palais, dating from 1620, was once a 
residence of Madame de Sévigné, and 
its pleasant courtyard still looks on 
to the Place Denecourt. The town, 
in effect, has a subdued but salubrious 
air, secure in its reposeful setting of 
the great forest, Palace and park. 

Henry James makes one of his 
characters say that at. Fontainebleau 
he imagined he was on the way to 
Italy; and there is something of that 
impression, created by the decorative 
art of the early Italian Renaissance, 
in the Chiteau—an impression re- 
inforced, though more prosaically, by 
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the expresses 
which rush 
through the 
bright railway 
station on the way 


August 26 1949 





to Dijon, Mont 
Cenis and_ the 
Italian frontier. 
Though the 
Palace is prim- 
arily of interest 
from the period 
of the early 
Renaissance, 
there is a court- 
yard —the Cour 
de la Fontaine— 
where the archi- 
tecture of the 
Louis XV_ era 
mingles harmoni- 
ously with the 
earlier work. 
The Grand 
Monarque’~ him- 
self largely neg- 
lected Fontaine- 
bleau in favour of 
the magnificence 
of Versailles and 
the nearer re- 




















treats of St. Ger- 
main and Marly, 
but his successors 
spent some time 
here, Louis XVI 
devoting himself 
to the hunting of 
deer in the forest. 
At the main en- 





trance to the 
town, off the 
Paris road, one 
sees, with some 
surprise, a tall 


Obelisk inscribed: 
A Marig-AnTOI- 
NETTE, REINE DE FRANCE ET NAVARRE, 
which has survived the Revolution. 
It was erected, however, not by the 
people of Fontainebleau but: by the 
““ Grand-Maitre des Eaux et Foréts ” 
in 1786 as a gesture to please the king. 
This monument survives to mark the 
“Carrefour de l’Obélisque.” 

And from here one steps straight- 
way into the Forest, so well described 
in Robert Louis Stevenson’s “ Forest 
Notes ”—not a dim entanglement of 
rambling growths but a bright, cheer- 
ful forest of tall, gracious trees through 
which the sunlight filters, of wide 
avenues and well-marked paths, the 
element of the strange and grotesque 
being provided by the curious rocks, 
gorges and caves mounting to stony 
platforms and descending to deep dells 
and causeways. Another singularity 
of this forest is that it has no streams 
or water, except surface ponds, and 
therefore birds are rare, emphasising 
its stillness, though~-deer are still 
found in places and the wild boar not 
extinct in living memory. So old are 
the traditions of this forest that, whilst 
the sous-bois, or undergrowth, is 
thinned every 25 years, the great trees 
—the haute-futaie—are only thinned 


= 4 every 120 years. 





PORTAIL DU HOTEL DU TAMBOUR, 
BOULEVARD MAGENTA. A page from 
the author’s notebook. 





To such a forest attach many 
legends—of St. Louis attacked by 
brigands when hunting, saved by the 
sounds of a magic horn, and found- 


THE ENTRANCE FRONT, from the Cour des Adieux, an 








»tetch plan. 


ing a hermit’s chapel on the site; of 
the ancient stag hunted by Charles 
VI, which was found to have a bronze 
collar around its neck inscribed with 
the words Cesar mihi hoc donavit; of 
the pagan deities who appeared at the 
entrance of the forest to arrest the 
cavalcade of the Emperor Charles V, 
coming from Orleans in 1539; of the 

‘ great serpent ” ten metres long, killed 
by the stratagem of Francois I; of the 
Black Huntsman or Chasseur Noir, 
accompanied by phantom hounds, who 
appeared before Henri IV, warning 
him of his approaching fate; and of 
the forest clearing where the remnants 
of Napoleon’s Old Guard consumed 
the ashes of their tattered standards in 
old cognac. But in the time of 
Louis XV and the “ Regency” of the 
Pompadour, there was little taste for 
the romantic or picturesque; Bou- 
cher’s graceful if\ephemeral art had 
succeeded that of Watteau; decoration, 
painting and sculpture became sub- 
dued to the art of the boudoir; the 
deities of Olympus and the shepherds 
of Virgil were alike vested with 
Parisian elegance—whether in cour- 
tiers’ entertainments, sparkling can- 
vases, or porcelaine de Sévres. 

During the period of about 1750- 
1760, the extravagant favourite is said 
to have expended vast sums in build- 
ing projects at Trianon, Choisy, Fon- 
tainebleau, Crécy and Bellevue. The 
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opening of the 
Chateau at the 
last named in 1750 
was the occasion 
of the presentation 
to each guest of 
a “costume of 
purple cloth em- 
broidered with 
gold,” and worth 
2 thousand livres. 

Of these 
buildings the 
Hétel de Pompa- 
dour (as it is now 
styled) at Fon- 
tainebleau must 
have been rec- 
koned a “ bijou” 
or “ bagatelle,” 
and although Madame de Pompa- 
dour is credited with encouraging a 
rococo taste in decoration, this build- 
ing, by the master hand of Jacques 
Ange Gabriel (1710-1782), presents an 
aspect of charm, proportion and 
sobriety in the best traditions of 
French architecture. The facade, of 
two storeys, was originally repeated 
on all four sides of a square plan, 
the only decoration being the sculp- 
ture in low relief of cupids and ani- 
mals in the curved pediments and on 
the carved keystones. The original 
glazing bars to the windows, which 
give so much character, are mostly 
extant. At a later period wings of 
lower height with mansard roofs were 
added, forming courtyards and offices, 
but quite harmoniously annexed. The 
front to the roadway is hidden by a 
high wall and massive gateway; this 
road, now the Boulevard Magenta, 
separates the house from the long 
wall of the Jardin Anglais of the 
Palace; and-in the wall, immediately 
opposite, is contrived a small door- 
way, originally tor the use of the king. 

Smaller in scale even than Gabriel’s 
masterpiece of the Petit Trianon 
(1766), this building merits interest 
and appreciation from the elegance 
of its proportions, the admirable 
fenestration, the pleasant texture 
of the stonework, and from the 
enhancement of its setting. At 


The gateway to the Hétel de Pompadour, from the Boulevard Magenta. 
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the rear, an open grille provides a 
vista from the house through forest 
glades; the small garden, with its pool, 
reflects the shuttered windows and 
trellised’ wings; whilst the cool 
greenery of the woodland extends 
illimitably beyond. 

The house is now occupied by the 
Vicomte de Noailles, of a _ distin- 
guished family, by whose courtesy the 
sketches appended were made. During 
the war it had the fate of being occu- 
pied both by German and American 
military authorities, but now presents 
that appearance of secluded ease and 
elegance which is still retained in 
great measure in the quietude of Fon- 
tainebleau, sufficiently far from Paris 
and sheltered in its forest, yet near 
enough to reflect its influence and to 
avoid the torpor of the remoter ville 
de province. 

A word as to etymology. Fontaine- 
bleau is not the blue fountain, nor yet 
the beautiful fountain. The earliest 
inscription gives Fons Bleaudi, the 
fountain of Bleaud,* said to have been 
a Frankish warrior. “ Par suite,” says 
a French authority, “les habitants de 
la ville seraient des Fontainebleau- 
diens, et non des Fontainebléens, et 
encore moins des Bellifontains.” 





*The name shows a curious similarity to that 
of Bladud, the legendary prince who dis- 
covered the healing springs of Bath, 
according to Geoffrey of Monmouth. 









The Hotel de Pompadour. 
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OBITUARY 


H. R. Houchin, F.R.LB.A. 

WE regret to record the death, which 
took place on August 16, at Braintree, 
of Mr. Harold Rogers Houchin, 
F.R.1LB.A. Born in 1877, Mr. H. Rogers 
Houchin received his architectural educa- 
tion at the R.A. Schools, the Architectural 
Association, and the Regent-street Poly- 
technic, where he gained silver and 
bronze medals. He became articled to Mr. 
Frank E, Smee, F.R.I.B.A., with whom he 
subsequently entered into partnership. 

he firm were responsible for many 
Nonconformist churches and schools at 
Ilford, Holloway, Bush Hill Park, St. 
John’s Wood-road, Goodmayes, Horn- 
church and elsewhere, and many private 
residences. With Mr. Smee andi Mr. 
Arnold Mitchell he designed business 
premises for Thomas Cook and Son at 
Ludgate-circus and Pall Mall. Mr. 
Houchin had also acted as supervising 
architect for the central block of Bush 
House, Aldwych, on behalf of Helmle, 
Corbett and Harrison, of New York, and 
for the later additions (east and west 
wings) of the same building for Corbett, 
Harrison and MacMurray. He was asso- 
ciated with Sir Edwin Lutyens in the 
erection (1936-9) of the P.A.-Reuters 
building in Fleet-street. 

Mr. Houchin retired in 1946, since when 
the practice has been carried on by Mr. J. 
Stanley Harrison, A.A.Dip., F.R.LB.A., 
and Mr. E. G. Stevens, L.R.I.B.A. 


Richard Croft James, F.R.1.B.A. (Ret’d), 


It is with regret that we record the 
death, at the age of 76, of Mr. Richard 
Croft James, F.R.I.B.A., who was well 
known in Bristol architectural circles. 

Mr. James was educated at (Clifton 
College and was later articled to the late 
W. L. Bernard, F.R.1.B.A., of Bristol. 
Subsequently he set up practice on his 
own account in the same city in 1894. 

Apart from several successes in limited 
competitions, Mr. James submitted the 
winning design in two open competitions 
—the South African War Memorial for 
Clifton College and the Bruce Cole Insti- 
re for Messrs. H. J. Packer and Co., 

He took a keen interest in local pro- 
fessional matters, and was for some three 
years hon. secretary of the Bristol Society 
of Architects, as well as being a member 
of the Council of that body. 

Among the more important of the 
buildings he designed were : —New offices 
for Messrs. H. J. Packer and Co., Ltd., 
Bristol; factory and offices for Messrs. 
Gardiner, Sons and Co., Ltd., Bristol; 
steam bakery for Messrs. Smith, Neville 
and €o., Bristol; clothing factory for 
Messrs. Bertish, Bristol; the Ryland 
Library, Colston’s Girls’ School, and new 
technical schools and library, Colston’s 
Boys’ School, Bristol; and Ashley Down 
Board Schools, Bristol. ‘ 

He was also responsible for the design 
of the National Provincial Bank building 
at Horfield, as well as a large amount of 
domestic work, shops, factories, public- 
houses, etc., in and around Bristol. All 
these works were carried out in partner- 
ship with Mr. W. S. Paul. ; 

Mr. James was elected Associate 
R.LB.A. in 1896, and a Fellow ten years 
later. He retired in 1945. 


Henry Cayley, J.P., M.A. A.R.I.B.A. 
The death is recorded with regret of 
Mr. Henry Cayley, J.P., M.A. (Cantab), 
A.R.I.B.A., of Calgarth Corner, Winder- 
mere, Cumberland. Mr. Cayley, who 
died on August 22, was in his eightieth 
year. He became A.R.I.B.A. in 1901. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


Public Hall and Restaurant, 
Whitehaven 


THE Whitehaven Corporation invite 

architects resident in this country to 
submit designs in competition for the Pub- 
lic Hall and Restaurant which they pro- 
pose to erect in Whitehaven. 

The assessor is Mr. Harold A. Dod, 
M.A., F.R.L.B.A., and premiums of 
£300, £250 and £175 are offered. The last 
ns aaa submitting designs is March 15, 

Conditions may be obtained on appli- 
cation to the Town Clerk, Town Hall, 
Whitehaven, Cumberland, on £2 deposit. 

Questions should be submitted to the 
Town Clerk, Town Hall, Whitehaven, 
on or before October 15, 1949. 

_Following are extracts from the con- 
ditions : — 
SCHEDULE OF ACCOMMODATION. 

Public Hall—(a) Public Hall to seat 
750; a small proportion of this number 
may, at the competitor’s discretion, be 
accommodated in a gallery. 

(6) A public entrance foyer containing 
about 1,000 sq. ft. is to be provided and 
the intention of the promoters is to use 
this for small exhibitions of paintings 
and sculpture. The foyer would on such 
occasions be open to the public, when 
the remainder of the building would be 
closed. Cloakrooms and lavatories are 
to be provided opening off the foyer. 

(c) Small Hall to seat 200. This room 
should be capable of being sub-divided 
by means of a screen to provide two 
Committee Rooms. Separate access from 
outside is not essential. 

(d) Stage with full 
theatricals, including 


Yj Y 
Yy Y 


equipment for 
safety curtain, 
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scenery grid and fly gallery, etc.; suitable 
for use by small touring companies. 


(e) Green Room, the floor of which . 


is to be level with the stage to facilitate 
the moving of a grand piano. 

(f) Four dressing rooms for men and 
four for women, with lavatory accommo- 
dation. ; 

(g) Storage to be provided for chairs 
in a partial basement. ; 

(h) The Public Hall to have ‘a level 
sprung floor for dancing. 

(i) The Hall will be used for cinemato- 
graph shows and must be planned to 
include projection and rewinding room. 

Municipal Restaurant.—(a) Restaurant 
to seat 200. A cafeteria is not intended. 

(b) Kitchen of the appropriate size with 
service room, wash-up, larders, and food 
preparation and storage rooms. 

(c) Changing room, with lavatories, for 
female staff and small staff dining room 
are to be provided. 

(d) On occasions it is intended to serve 
refreshments in the Hall from the Restau- 
rant and a connecting link is required. 

Small Museum:—Small Museum, for 
housing the local collection, consisting of 
an Entrance Hall and three inter-connect- 
ing rooms, each of approximately 300 sq. 
ft. and a small office of about 120 sq. ft. 
Storage space is to ‘be provided in the 
basement of this building equal in extent 
to the ground floor of the building. It is 
suggested that the Museum should be 
near the Library for the purposes of 
general supervision by the librarian, but 
no definite link is required. 

Caretaker’s Flat—Caretaker’s Flat, 
consisting of living room, kitchenette 
and two bedrooms, with usual offices. 

Boiler Chamber—A boiler chamber 
for heating the whole group of buildings 
is to be included. 
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COMPETITION FOR PUBLIC HALL AND RESTAURANT, WHITEHAVEN: 
SITE PLAN. (The portion outlined in 


black represents the available site.) 
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CLYDE VALLEY 
A Planning Report 


AIN recommendations of the Clyde 

Valley Regional Plan—the work of 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie and Mr. R. H. 
Matthew—are set out in a volume* pub- 
lished on August 20 by H.M. Stationery 
Office. They are: 

(a) the diversification of industry in the 
region by the attraction of new industries 
and the creation of strategically-sited 
industrial estates; 

(b) the reduction of population densi- 
ties and clearance of overcrowded areas 
by the building of new towns and_ the 
planned grouping of existing and new 
housing communities; 

(c) “ green belts ” to separate the main 
communities and safeguard agriculture; 
transport co-ordination, including the elec- 
trification of railways, segregation of fast- 
moving road traffic by means of a system 
of motorways, arterial and sub-arteriai 
roads; 

(d) the creation of national and regional 
recreation centres and provision of ade- 
quate open space and improved amenities 
for each town; and 

(e) the adoption of specific standards of 
layout and design coupled with improved 
architectural treatment. 

The Clyde Valley Regional Planning 
(Committee was set up in 1943, under the 
chairmanship of Bailie Hugh T. Mac- 
Calman, because it was recognised that 
the planning problems of the local autho- 
rities of the Clyde Basin have grown 
beyond the point at which they might still 
be overcome by piecemeal action, and that 
with the end of the war the need for a 
common plan for the further development 
of the area would be inescapable. Repre- 
sentative of all the planning authorities in 
the Clyde Basin, the committee assumed 
the task of preparing an outline plan into 
which the individual local authorities’ 
detailed plans could be fitted without 
detriment to the common good. The con- 
sultants’ plan was completed and issued 
in an abbreviated form to the local autho- 
rities in 1946. 

The establishment of the committee and 
preparation of the plan were timed to 
coincide with the spurt in post-war 
development. As the authors say in intro- 
ducing the Report: “It is evident that, 
both socially and industrially, the region 
has reached another critical point in its 
varied history, and developments can now 
be foreseen which will have a far-reaching 
effect upon the regional plan. .. . At this 
stage in the history of the Clyde Valley 
Region a great responsibility lies on those 
who build in it. Much temporary build- 
ing will in the near future, no doubt, be 
carried out, and this, too, should be of the 
highest architectural standard, but in 
general the great replacement of obso- 
lescence (in housing) about to be under- 
taken will determine the character of the 
Scottish environment for the next 100 
years.” ' 

The most challenging recommendation 
made by the committee is summarised 
in the following words: “The regional 
inquiry that has taken place has shown 
unmistakably that the present system of 
local government with its watertight com- 
partments of local government areas is 
altogether inadequate and unsuited to the 
problems that face the development of 
the area in its best sense. We are con- 
vinced, for the reasons stated, that a 





*Clyde Valley Regional Plan, 1946. Royal 
quarto, 250 pp. text with 92 pp. of photographs 
and ten separate maps and a master map. 
H.M. Stationery Office, £4 4s. net. 
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regional administration for the Clyde 
Basin in respect of certain funetions is 
not only desirable but necessary, and that 
a regional authority: should be estab- 
lished representative of the various local 
authorities and under a suitable consti- 
tution defining its functions, powers and 
responsibilities. These functions would 
include the acquisition and control of the 
land required for the ‘Green Belt’; 
regional parks; conservation of water re- 
sources; the establishment of new towns: 
the oversight in an advisory capacity of 
the local planning schemes in the Conur- 
bation; the supervision and control in an 
advisory capacity of the regional plan: it 
would act as an advisory body in connec- 
tion with the distribution and location of 
industry within the Conurbation; other 
powers and duties could be added if 
desired. 


industrial Mobility. 

“In the sphere of industry the great 
potential changes that have been envisaged 
tor the area in the fields of coal mining, 
iron and steel and shipbuilding and docks 
which are the foundation and life-blood 
of the (Clyde Valley area affect the Conur- 
bation as a whole, and can only be suc- 
cessfully dealt with and equitably bal- 
anced by a common policy suitable and 
applicable to the area. Mobility of in- 
dustry and people is a factor which will 
always be present, and must be provided 
for. The surest way to obtaining bal- 
anced industrial development in the Clyde 
Valley Conurbation is by a system of 
regional government for certain functions 
which will broaden and equip the respon- 
sibilities of the local authorities con- 
cerned. 


““Under the scheme we suggest there 
would be a strong regional unit to secure 
and hold industry for the benefit of the 
whole Conurbation. The Royal Com- 
mission on the Geographical Distribution 
of the Industrial Population was of the 
opinion that: ‘ Regionalism has an im- 
portant bearing on future policy with 
regard to balanced distribution and diver- 
sification of industry. Any scheme for 
regulating the location of industry would 
be materially assisted if regional areas 
were. established. Thus, if certain indus- 
tries were prohibited in a particular town 
they might be suitably located in another 
part of the same region, and in that way 
the objection on the part of the town 
to the prohibition might be modified.’ 

* Without some such cohesion of public 
interests as we have outlined, the future 
of the Conurbation will, we believe, be 
seriously imperilled and good rational 
government and sound planning will be 
delayed indefinitely if not altogether sacri- 
ficed. The proposals we have made 
would, of course, require to be worked out 
in close detail both from the administra- 
tive and financial standpoints, and we 
would urge that the local authorities 
should request the Secretary of State for 
Scotland to undertake now, along with the 
local authorities concerned, a full inquiry 
into the proposals.” 


Weakness of Heavy Industry. 

In making its general recommendations 
for industry in the area the Report con- 
siders at some length the history of pre- 
war unemployment, attributing this to 
the over-dependence of the region upon 
heavy industry. Looking to the industrial 
future of the region it appears to the 
planners that the main need is for care- 
ful diversification of industry to achieve 
stable employment; they suggest this 
should be done by six means :— 

(a) Increasing the efficiency and en- 
couraging the expansion of existing in- 
dustry; (b) providing Government or local 





THE BUTLDER 


authority sponsored relief works; (c) in- 
troducing new industry; (d) stimulating 
labour mobility; (e) developing basic 
services; and (f) controlling investment 
and interest rates. 


“No Lack of Work.” 

So far as Government-sponsored or 
local authority relief work is concerned, 
jt seems to the consultants that there is 
no lack of useful work to be done. They 
urge the need for a long-term plan to be 
worked out in advance so that money 
and labour will not be frittered away on 
hastily conceived schemes of little per- 
manent value. 

On the introduction of new industry, 
the Report points out that there is no 
power of direction and that the intro- 
duction of new industry must depend 
upon the attraction of industry to the 
area. On labour mobility, the consul- 
tants consider that this includes the trans- 
fer of workers from one area to another 
and from one occupation to another, and 
the provision of suitable training facili- 
ties providing this flexibility. In the 
region they consider both are important. 
Many miners, for example, must be en- 
couraged to migrate and those remaining 
must be trained for other occupations. 
The development of basic services are 
dealt with at considerable length in other 
sections of the Report. 

The Report suggests that in the con- 
trol of investment and interest_rates the 
timing of public and private investment 
can do much to sustain national em- 
ployment and purchasing power. 


Industrial Planning. 

The development of Government policy 
in relation to industrial planning has 
brought an entirely new factor into play 
in relation to the control of the use of 
the land, gays the Report. In particular 
the Development Area policy of the 
Board of Trade is of the utmost signifi- 
cance to the Clyde Valley Region, as a 
large part of its area lies within this 
special category, and the weight of 
Government policy. is now directed to 
the encouragement of new industry to 
settle in this part of the country. 

The necessity for the close integration 
of industrial and physical planning on a 
permanent regional basis is stressed. The 
regional planning authority outlined 
represents one part only of a three-fold 
organisation which it is suggested must 
come into being to meet the needs of 
planning in its developing sense. The 
second of these, focusing research upon 
the social and economic aspects of plan- 
ning and also the technique of planning 
survey and development of communities, 
the Report suggests, should lie in the 
academic field. 

As to the third, the co-ordination of 
Government policy affecting the use of 
the land (industry, agriculture, housing, 
the social services, public utilities and 
transport), there is the embryo organisa- 
tion now in existence in the regional 
committees operating the distribution of 
industry policy of the Government. 

These committees, similar in con- 
ception to the war-time regional pro- 
duction committees, represent all Depart- 
ments and Ministries interested in the 
development of the land. While their 
scope is at present limited to the policy 
of the Distribution of Industry Act and 
is, therefore, bound to the geographical 
limits of the development areas, it is 
urged that this kind of instrument will 
be an essential part of the planning organ- 
isation of the future. Such a three-fold 
division would represent policy research 
and physical planning. In the close 
inter-relationship of these components 
will lie the successful development and 
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most advantageous employment of the 
resources of the region. 

The general recommendations of the 
Report on the improvement of social con- 
ditions are prefaced by a statement of 
the magnitude of the problem. “It will 
be seen that in some areas extraordin- 
arily high densities (of population) are to 
be found. As a striking instance it is 
probably true to say that nowhere else 
in Great Britain are 700,000 people 
crowded into approximately 1,800 acres, 
an average gross residential density of 
nearly 400 persons per acre occurring in 
the central part of Glasgow. Housing 
densities in tenement blocks are as high 
in some districts as 127 houses or 700 
persons to the acre.” 

Redistribution of Population. 

Speaking of the inevitability of redis- 
tribution of population, the Report says: 
‘When we apply ourselves to the study 
of other relevant planning considerations 
we find that they point to the necessity 
for a considerable redistribution of popu- 
lation. . . . It would certainly be a matter 
for dismay if the existing shapes were 
looked upon as natural and unalterable 
and the new technique of industry, of 
environmental planning and of housing 
were forced, by distortion, into that rigid 
framework; or if changes were accepted 
as inevitable but allowed to travel un- 
controlled to an end which we have 
already seen, the needless destruction of 
land resources and beauty and the leav- 
ing, over great areas, of the bitter resi- 
due of dereliction and degradation.” 

The improvement of social conditions 
involves, in the view of the consultants, 
the rehousing of the people to the extent 
of the provision of 200,000 new houses 
in the region. They also stress the im- 
portance of the reduction of population 
densities, the clearance of slum areas and 
their redevelopment. Accepting the 
inevitability of decentralisation of popula- 
tion it is pointed out that this is no new 
thing in Scotland, citing the instances of 
the growth of some of the Clyde coast 
towns which rose as dormitory suburbs 
of Glasgow, and of Helensburgh, an 
early case of planned development. 

Posing itself the problem of how these 
decentralised populations are to be dis- 
posed, the Report says: “It is clear, in 
spite of the many. difficulties involved, 
that further extensions of the built-up 
areas are necessary. A complete ban on 
additional peripheral development, how- 
ever desirable in the interests of good 
planning, is clearly impracticable in view 
of the desperate need for housing. 


Glasgow and the New Towns. 


“The relation of Glasgow to the sur- 
rounding towns and built-up areas pre- 
sents the most difficult problem from the 
point of view of peripheral development. 
With regard to Glasgow we estimate that 
an over-spill of somewhere in the region 
of 250,000 to 300,000 persons must be 
planned for other than by peripheral 
growth. We suggest that to meet this very 
large over-spill a first step should be 
taken by planning new towns in the fol- 
lowing areas:—({1) Cumbernauld-Con- 
dorrat; (2) East Kilbride; (3) Bishoptown; 
and (4) Houston.” 

The Report fully accepts the green 
belt principle for the limitation of a 
city’s growth. It insists on the import- 
ance of the separation of communities 
and the great cultural importance of the 
retention of the identity of historical 
communities. 

Agriculture. 

The importance of agriculture to the 
region’s economy is heavily stressed by 
the Report. They find that the position 
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in the region is that there are 23,267 
people engaged directly in the industry 
and the gross annual income produced is 
in the region of £100 million pounds, this 
income being largely spent within the 
region.. “ Regional planning involves all 
interests in the region,” says the Report, 
“and a case has been made out for re- 
garding agriculture as a great primary 
industry necessary to the welfare of the 
community. Planning authorities are 
naturally obsessed with the importance 
of housing but history | arr opd that where 
only sectional interests hold sway there is 
always an aftermath of trouble.” 

The inter-relation of agriculture and 
community planning is discussed by the 
Report. “The general thesis that Glas- 
gow and the neighbouring towns should 
have a green belt which should be re- 
served from exploitation is sound. There 
can be little criticism about that pro- 
posal and if some means can be devised 
to give security of tenure there should 
be confidence to proceed with long-term 

lans to increase the efficiency of the 
arming units. At the present moment 
there is a natural hesitation to proceed 
with modernisation of farm buildings in 
the immediate vicinity of the urban con- 
centrations.” 


Transport. 

On transport, the principal recom- 
mendations include the need for trans- 
port co-ordination, principally between 
road and rail traffic. The electrification 
of certain railway systems, the construc- 
tion of new motorways which will pro- 
vide segregation for fast-moving road 
traffic and the improvement of water 
communications. 


Lanarkshire. 

Amongst specific recommendations for 
Lanarkshire the committee discuss the 
establishment of the industrial estates of 
Newhouse and Blantyre. At Newhouse 
they consider the estate, when fully 
developed, should employ approximately 
15,000 people. A considerable housing 
development is proposed at Newarthill, 
south of Newhouse, which should ac- 
commodate a proportion of those work- 
ing on the estate. The Blantyre estate, 
a 40-acre site, will, the committee con- 
sider, employ approximately 3,000 per- 
sons and will mostly serve the im- 
mediately surrounding area of High 
Blantyre, Blantyre. and Burnbank. 

“It seems clear,” states the Report, 
“that if North Lanarkshire is to emerge 
from the era of coal and iron to attract 
the rapidly expanding ‘clean’ industries 
of the present and future, that large- 
scale rehabilitation and recovery of 
amenity is an_ essential prerequisite.” 
With this in mind the Report makes the 
following proposals for the progressive 
redefinition of communities as a basis for 
regeneration. The proposed’ group 
centres put forward by the plan will in- 
volve the expansion of the following 
existing communities, Baillieston, Bells- 
hill, Tannochside and Uddingston, 
Newarthill, Newmains, Larkhall, Eddle- 
wood, East Kilbride, Chapelhall and 
Calderbank, Caldercruix, | Chryston, 
Shotts Forth, _ Lanark, Strathaven, 
Douglas and Lenzie. 

On the rehabilitation of the indus- 
trially derelict areas of Lanarkshire the 
Report says: “ Not only must buildings 
be demolished but their sites and sur- 
roundings must be tidied up; in a word, 
the area must again look as if Man 
cared for it and wanted his fellow beings 
to live and work in decent surroundings. 
Clearly action of this magnitude and 
variety will affect the interests of 
several Government Departments and 


numerous local authorities. Though it 
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will require a co-operative effort, one 
authority must be responsible for taking 
the initiative and co-ordinating the work. 
We consider that this should be the 
Department of Health, as central plan- 
ning authority for Scotland, rather than 
the Board of Trade. 

“At the moment the Government's 
programme appears to be restricted 
mainly to the clearance of isolated fac- 
tories where their sites seem suitable for 
re-use for industry. This piecemeal 
attack will make no impression on the 
main problem, and the. policy of con- 
fining work to land which can be re-used 
for industry and the assumption that 
sites used for industry must be so used 
—s are both open to serious criticism. 
Clearance should go ahead methodically, 
whether the land is required for open 
spaces, for housing, schools, industry or 
any other purposes.” 


East Kilbride. 

The recommendation for a new town 
for East Kilbride, which has already been 
implemented, proposes that some 50,000 
people, 34,000 from Glasgow and 16,000 
from the Cambuslang-Blantyre areas of 
Lanarkshire, should be housed on the un- 
developed land surrounding the. old vil- 
lage of East Kilbride. At. East Kilbride, 
says the Report, it will be necessary to 
take the greatest care to avoid a fusion 
between the new town and Glasgow. as 
a result of the impending large new de- 
velopments at Castlemilk, by the City of 
Glasgow, which will be only some three 
miles to the north-west. 


Renfrewshire. 

The committee’s recommendations for 
Renfrewshire include establishbment of 
new towns at Bishopton and at Houston, 
the first to have a population of 40,000, 
including 20,000-30,000 from Greenock; 
the second to have a population of either 
35,000 or 75,000. The governing factor 
in Houston’s development will be whether 
the steel industry moves to a waterside 
site between Bishopton and the Cart or 
not. If it does so, provision would have 
to be made for its expansion to 75,000 
people on the assumption that it would 
accommodate a large number of steel- 
workers. 


Dumbartonshire. 

The Report’s recommendations. for 
Dumbartonshire include the establishment 
of new industrial estates at Vale of Leven 
and Clydebank; substantial new housing 
developments at Milngavie, Clydebank, 
Dumbarton, Balloch and Helensburgh 
and Kirkintilloch; a new town in the 
Cumbernauld-Condorrat area, complete 
with a new industrial estate; and the pre- 
servation of famous scenic areas of the 
county, especially Loch Lomond, which 
the committee urge should be designated 
as a National Park area. 

They see a threat to this latter area of 
great natural beauty in building develop- 
ment which they find by no means absent 
in certain areas to the south of the Loch. 
In addition to the National Park proposal, 
the committee suggest that a National 
Recreation Centre should be set up at 
Balloch. 


Loch Lomond. 

“Loch Lomond would act as a great 
reception area for tourists of all classes, 
and its primary function would be to in- 
troduce visitors in a memorable fashion 
to the attractions of the Highlands,” states 
the Report, which adds: “ It is felt, there- 
fore, that taking all these factors into con- 
sideration, the Loch Lomond National 
Park and the Balloch National Recreation 
Centre at the entrance to that Park should 
be the first crystallisation in practical form 
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of tourist facilities which could expand 
from this beginning to link up those many 
areas in Scotland capable being made 
more attractive to the tourist, both native. 
and foreign.’ 


Ayrshire. 

The main recommendations for Ayr- 
shire in the Report are that there should 
be new industrial estates at Kilwinning 
and Kilmarnock, a substantial residential 
extension of Kilmarnock and extensions 
of Ardrossan, Irvine, Ayr and Beith, a 
new holiday town at Hunterston; the pre- 
servation of scenic and coastal amenities; 
and the reduction of the holiday conges- 
tion which at present exists; new develop- 
ments to cater for coalfield expansion at 
(Cumnock, and substantial new road diver- 
sions, including by-passes to Ayr and 
Kilmarnock. 


Glasgow “ the Central Problem.” 

“ The replanning of Glasgow,” says the 
Report, “is the central problem of the 
whole region. Here, at the hub of the 
region, the problems of urban planning 
are focused and exaggerated. Here, in an 
incredibly small area some 15 miles by 
10 miles, live and work more than 
2,000,000 people. It is here that in the 
past the industrial enterprise of Scotland 
reached its maximum output, and six 
generations of immigrants have flooded 
the land to saturation point. 

“Tt seems clear then that further decen- 
tralisation is inevitable from the urban 
centres and on a large scale. The well- 
to-do have so far solved the problem for 
themselves, and have moved out in in- 
creasing numbers.. Witness the rise of 
dormitory towns such as Kilmacolm and 
Milngavie and areas such as Bearsden, 
Giffnock, Newton Mearns, and even fur- 
ther afield on the Ayrshire coast. Much 
of the best land suitable for development 
outwith the towns has already been taken 
for this purpose. 

* So, too, with industry we have had 
much evidence that the modern indus- 
trialist has realised that a congested site 
is neither good business nor socially justi- 
fiable. He, too, is looking for a high 
degree of amenity for his factory and fer 
his workpeople. Unfortunately, such land 
still free from building development on 
the very fringes of the Conurbation is of 
the very highest value to, the region for 
agriculture. It would be something of a 
tragedy if an unfettered rush of building 
is allowed to swallow up this precious 
regional and even national asset. Genera- 
tions of husbandry have built up the soil 
fo first-class productivity,.and we cannot 
afford to sacrifice food production if it 
can be saved by a more far-sighted plan- 
ning of land use.” 

The Report’s recommendations for. the 
solution of the Glasgow planning problem 
include new towns, the relocation of in- 
dustry, the reorganisation and co-ordina- 
tion of communications, including a large 
rearrangement of the railway services, 
improved cross-river communications on 
the River Clyde, electrification of railway 
services and the improvement of transport 
interchange facilities in Glasgow. 

\ 


Industrial Facilities at E. Kilbride. 


The East Kilbride’ Development Cor- 
poration, Torrance House, East Kilbride, 
Lanarkshire, has published a pamphlet 
giving details of the industrial facilities 
to be provided in the New Town. 
Enquiries should be addressed to the 
General Manager of the Corporation. An 
aim is to make new houses available for 
incoming workers as each factory is com- 
pleted. 
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Photographs by Maynard L. Parker. 
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The department store, from the west. 


A SHOPPING CENTRE, LINDA VISTA, CALIFORNIA 


EARL F. GIBERSON AND WHITNEY R. SMITH, ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTS 


INDA VISTA, California, is one 
of eight major housing projects 
located within and around the city of 
San Diego. It consists of 3,000 dwell- 


ing units erected on open, hilly land. 
It is, literally speaking, a completely 
new, planned city. The project, which 
included its own sewage disposal sys- 


tem and water storage facilities, was 
completed in 300 days. The town 
plan has many notable features. Indi- 
vidual and row houses are set on culs- 








The layout. 








de-sac or curving streets, looped to pre- 
vent through traffic. A basic determin- 
ing factor in the plan was the exist- 
ence of an important traffic highway 
bisecting the property at an angle. Had 
the colony developed in an uncon- 
trolled, haphazard fashion, the result 
would certainly have been a commer- 
cial development straddling the high- 
way, complete with all of the usual 
problems of congestions, inadequate 
parking, etc. As it is, this highway 
has been incorporated into a planned 
traffic scheme and, though the shop- 
ping centre now flanks it on one side, 
no congestion results. 

At the time when the houses were 
built, funds for community buildings 
were not available and considerable 
time elapsed between the construction 
of the dwelling units and other facili- 
ties. 

Tenants were forced to walk into 
the centre of San Diego—a distance 
of some two miles—to do their shop- 
ping, while some of the housing units 
had to be equipped and used for im- 
provised schools. 

The original Public Buildings Ad- 
ministration plan provided sites for 
schools and a commercial centre. The 
latter was allotted thirteen acres. The 
project has since been taken over by 
the National Housing Agency, which 
was responsible for the design and 
construction of the shopping centre. 
The new centre now serves 4,800 fami- 
lies living in the immediate area and 
also attracts trade from neighbouring 
communities. 

Occupying two-thirds of the original 








THE BUILDER 


thirteen-acre site, Linda Vista’s com- 


mercial buildings are _ irregularly 
grouped around a pedestrian park 
where customers may shop in leisurely 
comfort. The remainder of the land 
will be used for future expansion. The 
grocery, already built at the time the 
shopping centre was begun, has been 
incorporated into the design and is in- 
distinguishable from the rest of the 
building group. Parking and merchan- 
dise delivery are limited to the outside 
ring 

While open land and a designated 
site simplified the design somewhat, 
it is probable that much the same effect 
and convenience could be achieved in 
one or more existing city blocks by 
diverting the traffic and by using the 
street proper as a planned area. 

Intersecting streets, it is considered, 
could be used as entrances, parking 
space for cars being provided in the 
rear part of the blocks. 

Two distinctive design elements are 
employed in the shopping centre 
buildings. One is the flexible struc- 
tural system, which follows a 14-ft. 
modular grid in spite of the fact that 
the sizes of the buildings vary. The 
architects designed the buildings to fit 
the grid, but did not allow it to act 
as a limitation. Some tenants who had 
been used to clear spans objected to 
the columns; actually, it is considered 
there was very little hardship to any- 
one. The second is the combination 
of uniform board and batten exteriors 
with show windows of varying sizes to 
suit tenants’ needs. In the accompany- 
ing illustrations of the bakery shop 


View showing the bakery and pedestrian entrance to centre. 





and department store, these different 
display techniques are particularly 
apparent. Note the use of uniform 
lettering on the store fronts, this being 
considered better looking and more 
effective than the usual competitive 
advertising. 

Floors of the shops are concrete, con- 
struction is post and girder. A varia- 
tion was the use of Thermax on the 
ceilings of all stores, for its acoustic 
as well as insulating properties. All 
heating is by oil furnace, the tanks 
for the larger units being underground. 
The exterior walls are of redwood and 
are painted grey-green. Trim and shel- 
ters are white. Slate blue tile was used 
under the large display windows. The 
all-wood lighting standards were de- 
signed by the architects to allow for 
overhead stringing of wires. They pro- 
vide soft indirect illumination through- 
out the pedestrian park. 

The cost of the project, including 
professional fees but exclusive of 
land, landscaping and furnishing, was 
278,507 dollars. 

The structural engineer was Mr. 
Ernest C. Hillman and the landscape 
architect Mr. Harold Dankworth. 


A SHOPPING CENTRE, 
LINDA VISTA, CALIFORNIA 


EARL F. GIBERSON AND 
WHITNEY R. SMITH, ASSOCIATE 
ARCHITECTS 
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View of central court and smaller shops from roof of covered approach. 








VISTA, CALIFORNIA: Smaller shops with covered approach to departmental store on the right. 
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ENTRANCE HALL TO OFFICES 


BRADDELL, DEANE AND BIRD, FF. AND A.R.LB.A., ARCHITECTS 
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From an Architect's Portfolio 


ENTRANCE HALL TO OFFICES. BRADDELL, DEANE AND BIRD, ARCHITECTS 


THs photograph shows the entrance hall and reception desk of Messrs. Mather and Crowther’s 


offices in Brettenham House, W.C.2. The materials used for the room (see facing page for detail) 
are a series of decorative plywoods, such as birch and pearwood. The only primary colour in evidence is 
a small amount of red which acts as a foil to the silvered cable ornament used on the principal arrises, 
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View of bungalow from the west. 


A BUNGALOW AT RIPLEY, SURREY 


J. KENNEDY HAWKES, A.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


THE PERSPECTIVE DRAWING BY Mp. A. C. 
Fare, R.W.A., is of a bungalow which has 
recently been built at the Grove Heath Estate, 
Ripley, Surrey. The bungalow, designed by 
Mr. J. Kennedy Hawkes, A.R.I.B.A., has a total 
area of 825 sq. ft. and was specifically designed 
to comply with the then licensing restrictions. 

The plan is dictated by the economical 


grouping of the plumbing and the shape is such 
that it makes adequate provision for a sheltered 
southern terrace. The bungalow, which com- 
prises two bedrooms, a living-room and a 
spacious, well-equipped kitchen, is built in 
colour-washed rustic flettons with Surrey dark 
red tiled roof. Metal windows are fitted directly 
into brick mullions. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
inal end othon matters of So ote vain, 


it must be understood that we do not n 

orse. the remarks of correspondents, who 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 


Communism and Technical 
Organisations 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
IR,—The_ Government is in a posi- 
tion to obtain information which is 
not available to the ordinary citizen, 
and recent events make it clear that the 
spread of Communism is regarded as so 
serious a menace to the security of this 
country that steps have been taken to pre- 
vent Communists from holding control 
positions in the Civil Service and the lead- 
ing Trade. Unions which might be the 
means of fostering revolutionary or anti- 
democratic activities in our midst, or re- 
sult in a leakage of information to a 
foreign power. 

That this precaution is well advised, 
no fright-thinking person will gainsay. 
But have we gone far enough? Details 
of the planning and construction of 
arsenals, airfields, barracks, buildings 
used for atomic and other research work 
and the like are well known to the archi- 
tects, building technicians and others en- 
gaged on such works, and the loyalty 
of those so employed should be beyond 
question. 

It is well known that there are techni- 
cal organisations the leaders of which 
have strong Communist associations and 
whose members, it has been disclosed, 
were asked to complete a secret ques- 
tionnaire regarding their employers and 
the organisation under which they 
worked. Other things are less likely than 
that other questionnaires have been or 
may be issued regarding the planning and 
construction of buildings, and disclosures 
of such information in relation to the 
buildings previously referred to could pro- 
vide data valuable to a foreign power or to 
revolutionary reactionaries in this coun- 


try. 

The lists of members and analyses. of 
the membership. of such organisations 
are not published, and when approached 
for this information various excuses are 
offered for withholding them. 

It would seem that the best way to 
protect the country’s interests is for em- 
ployers to ascertain the political creed 
of applicants for “key” posts, and not 
to appoint to such posts a member of 
any technical organisation with strong 
links with Communism. 

SIDNEY LOWETH. 

Kent. 


L.C.C. Draft Development Plan 
and New Planning Standards 
To THE EpiTor oF The Builder. 


GIR—In the course of my official 
‘7 duties I have recently been studying 
the ultimate effect and implications of the 
L.C.C. Draft Development Plan and New 
Planning Standards; and, in connection 
with the proposed standards for the Day- 
lighting of Buildings, I am now wondering 
if planners and architects are giving suffi- 
cient thought to the possible effect which 
may result from the adoption of these 
standards. 

The L.C.C. Report rules that, for an 
experimental period of 12 months, all 
residential and other development applica- 
tions made under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, shall be_ examined 
from the viewpoint of the Pavigntios 
Code issued by the Ministry of Town an 
Country Planning, in order to determine 
whether this Code is likely fo prove a 
satisfactory method of control. 
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The Daylighting Code is a technical 
matter, applied and operated on a scien- 
tific basis. The effect of the Code’s appli- 
cation to architectural masses is broadly 
to determine their ground plans, height, 
and general outline shapes. The Code’s 
inherent danger is that, being what it is, 
it may tend to be operated purely from 
the cold, scientific viewpoint alone. 

Should this happen, it may in effect 
tend to ovef-rule traditional architec- 
tural design and treatment, by determining 
a building’s size and shape, thus cutting 
out some of the artistic and eesthetic ele- 
ments of architectural design, and leaving 
minor details of design only to the archi- 
tect’s imagination and skill. Such a re- 
sult may well impose upon us a truly 
mechanistic architectural énvironment 
—— unsuited to human aspirations and 
needs. 


It seems to me that some intense re- 
search into the Code’s detailed effect up- 
on the Poanise of a large comprehensive 
area of development should be under- 
taken, either by the M.O.T.C.P. or the 
L.C.C.,. and the resultant scheme pub- 
lished for the enlightenment of all con- 
cerned. 

ALEXANDER FURNESS. 

53, Ormonde-terrace, 

N.W.8. 


Clerks of Works: The Missing 
Link 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


GIR,—When anyone mentions the word 

“ bridge,” there immediately comes 
to the mind a picture of some mechanical 
structure, something to facilitate move- 
ment, something in keeping with the pre- 
sent trend of events; but it is the absence 
of a bridge which is engaging my atten. 
tion at the moment. I refer to the gap 
which separates the tradesman from the 
professional man, the bridging of which, 
to my mind, is of more than topical 
interest to clerks of works. 

Let me paint the picture commencing 
with the humble apprentice, who becomes 
a tradesman and thereafter a charge-hand, 
then a foreman, and, in turn, a general 
foreman, and finally becomes eligible as 
clerk of works. Considering that this 
transition can only apply to a few, and 
bearing in mind that such a sequence of 
events usually takes from 10 to 12 years, 
and that not without the proverbial 
measure of luck, we now have a trades- 
man in the position of clerk of works. It 
is at this point that the gulf between the 
tradesman and the professional man is 
made manifest, for here, although we see 
the successful tradesman, he is now vir- 
tually outwith the ranks of tradesmen and, 
from the point of view of any measure 
of security and protection, in the wilder- 
ness. For is it not the case that on the 
expiry of his employment as a clerk of 
works, and under circumstances which 
make it necessary to revert to his trade, 
he finds that not only is there no official 
recognition of his period of employment 
as a clerk of works, but that through long 
non-use of his tools he finds it difficult 
to regain that cunning, that familiar 
manipulation so necessary to his trade? 
He now finds himself in the doubtful posi- 
tion of having to re-establish himself .as a 
tradesman, and with no official recom- 
mendation or record of his capabilities as 
a clerk of works should another opening 
present itself. 

How best, then, can the problem _be 
approached? Few ideas exhibit anything 
new in principle. It is almost entirely in 


the adaptation of the old ideas to modern 
needs that the mechanic of to-day can 
exercise his power of invention. All this 
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in the direction of simpli and, at the 
same time, protecting. Simplicity is the 
hallmark quality, and what greater 


protection than the introduction of a 
simple method of eg - this gap? Let 
me, therefore, dwell on the possibility of 
a system which permits a man to enjoy 
professional recognition either by an 
approved examination or by consent of 
the parent body, the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, on the recommendation 
of both the employing architect and 
nominated surveyor. Again, on a long- 
term’ policy, why not a whole series of 
progressive examinations covering a man’s 
working life from apprentice to clerk of 
works? Furthermore, it would not seem 
unreasonable that trade wages scales 
should be based — such a system. 
__It has been said that the really great 
idea is one which, when it has fo a 
sets everybody saying. “ How strange that 
it was not revealed long ago.” If, there- 
fore, I have created an interest which ma 
lead to that idea and which, to my mind, 
strikes at every clerk of works at the 
present time, then I shall be more than 
satisfied, and I would like here to express 
my appreciation of the efforts of the 
Institute of Clerks of Works to this end, 
whose enrolment of members is based 
primarily on such a system of ability 
grading. 
Wm. McKENDRICK, 
Member of Institute of Clerks 
of Works of Great Britain. 
Cupar, Fife. 


Housing at Woodingdean 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
GIR,—Going by bus from Brighton to 
Rottingdean, I had to change at 
Woodingdean. This pleasant sounding 
place is part of a housing estate, two main 
roads being named “ Rudyard” Road and 
“ Kipling” Avenue. The place was of 
great natural beauty, with wide views over 
downland and sea, but is now defaced 
with row upon row of Mr. Bevan’s pre- 
fabricated ‘houses,’ sited without 
imagination in long lines of ghastly per- 
spective, without a tree or bush to break 
the monotony. ; 
Rudyard Kipling lived at Rottingdean 
before going to “ Batemans,” Burwash, 
Sussex, but that these above-mentioned 
roads should bear the honoured name of 
a great Englishman seems to me an 
official joke in the worst possible taste, 
Kipling standing for all things English in 
character, which these so-called “ homes 
certainly do not. 
T. Frank Hawkes, F.R.1.B.A. (retd.). 
Hove. 





A Warwickshire Restoration. 


A number of improvements have re- 
cently been carried out at the thirteenth- 
century church of St. Mary Magdalene, 
Tanworth-in-Arden. The major —_ of 
restoration has been the remodelling of 
the sanctuary in an endeavour to restore 
it to its original thirteenth-century propor— 
tions. The nineteenth-century tiles and 
steps were removed and a new floor of 
Hornton stone was laid. In addition, -a- 
new English altar has been given by the: 
Lord Mayor of Birmingham in memory 
of his father, the late Sir John Burman, 
a former High Sheriff of Warwickshire, 
while new choir stalls of English oak have 
been added by the parishioners as a 
thankoffering for peace. As yet, the 
medieval sedilia and twin pedestals for- 
merly carrying statues of the Blessed 
Virgin and St. Catherine have not been 
restored. However, the chancel and altar 
now resemble somewhat their former 


appearance. 
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THE ECONOMIC CRISIS 


Statement by the Federation of 
British Industries 


[THE Federation of British Industries 
issues the following statement, as 
it is much concerned at. what it terms 
“the inadequate appreciation of our eco- 
nomic situation ”.:— 

We are now in grave danger of being 
unable to obtain the food and raw mater- 
ials that we need. We shall soon have 
to face further austerity and unemploy- 
ment, unless some solution to our diffi- 
culties is found. 

We are in fact confronted with two 
interlocking problems. 


The Dollar Shortage. 

In the first place we share with many 
other countries in a shortage of dollars 
to buy from America and Canada the 
goods which only they can immediately 

*supply. Marshall Aid has been designed 
to fill temporarily the gap between these 
imports and the European and other 
exports which directly and indirectly go 
to pay for them, and it was hoped that 
by 1952 we should be self-supporting. 


The Sterling Area and its Reserves. 

It has become clear that our reserves 
are being spent far too rapidly. Great 
Britain is the banker for the whole ster- 
ling area, with the advantages and the 
responsibilities that this fact involves. 
Our reserves are now reduced to 20 per 
cent. below the lowest margin of safety. 
Palliative stop-gap measures are being 
imposed by the various Governments con- 
cerned, pending the Conference at Wash- 
ington in September. Nobody, however, 
suggests that these measures provide a 
permanent solution. 


Great Britain: Balance of Payments. 


Great Britain is particularly vulnerable 
as we have to import 60 per cent. of our 
food and a great deal of our raw mater- 
ial. We are therefore faced with the 
second problem—that of paying our way 
(with temporary help in dollar~markets) 
in our international trading with all other 
countries (including dollar countries). In 
1948 we achieved this balance, but only 
under abnormally favourable conditions. 
It is doubtful if we are doing so to-day. 
Moreover, a large part of the credit side 
of the balance consisted of exports made 
in payment of war-time debts, and there- 
fore not available to buy the imports 
we currently needed. To that extent 
the balance was unreal. The payment 
for current imports must come from yet 
more exports sold under normal competi- 
tive conditions. Irrespective of the dollar 
gap we must put ourselves in a sound 
trading position with the rest of the 
world. i 

It is our visible exports from produc- 
tive industry, together with the invisible 
exports arising from the whole machinery 
of trade, including the services rendered 
by shipping, industry, banking and insur- 
ance,. that must pay for the imports of 
food and raw materials; and there can 
be no escape from the hard logic that 
our standards of living, including social 
services, must be cut according to the 
cloth we can from now on make. 


Great Britain: Domestic Policy. 

We are still living beyond our means. 
The vast and menacing increase in State 
expenditure constitutes the basic infla- 
tionary influence in our whole economy. 
It is this which bears most heavily upon 
production costs and is one of the most 
serious handicaps to the future of British 
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trade and to the living standards and 
employment of our people. Now that 
we have passed from the sellers’ market 
of recent years, the dangers of living be- 
yond our means, with its corollary of 
high and crippling taxation, will be felt: 

The re-establishment of Western civil- 
isation must come from the co-operation 
of many ‘nations on both sides of the 
Atlantic: Great Britain as a’ world 
power has a special responsibility to 
play its part. Unless she earns it, she 
has no right to expect a higher standard 
of living than her neighbours. Unless 
she earns it, she will not long maintain 
the standard that she now enjoys. This 
is emphasised by the evidence that is now 
accumulating that in fact she is believed 
by other countries to be attempting to 
achieve too quickly what she can no longer 
afford. The savings of past generations 
have been spent in the war. Future pros- 
perity depends on present effort. 

One thing is obvious: we must as a 
nation pay our way. This depends on 
productive. industry, supported by the 
trading and other services that earn our 
invisible exports. There is therefore the 
plainest necessity to give every encourage- 
ment to it. In the competitive conditions 
that are increasingly to be expected it is 
essential that every help be given in re- 
ducing costs of our exports: value for 
money alone will enable us to sell in 
overseas markets. 


Government Expenditure. 

This means that taxation, and therefore 
Government expenditure, must come 
down. At present the tax gatherer collects 
8s. out of every £ that the nation pro- 
duces. Profits are taxed even more 
heavily than this, and no opportunity is 
left to create adequate reserves. It is 
little wonder if companies—or individuals 
—feel little inducement to take the risks 
which the situation demands. The high 
taxation which we now bear is itself a 
direct cause of high costs. 


Controls. 

It means too that the rigidity of the 
planning of our economic life should be 
relaxed. Controls have undoubtedly 
been reduced in number, but more could 
be abandoned. Price mechanism will, 
as it has in the past, apply the necessary 
correctives. The spur of competition is 
still the most effective aid to efficiency. 

It means too that we must face the 
fact that as a nation we must work 
harder without increasing costs of produc- 
tion. 

It means too that we must concentrate 
on the things that matter. Such schemes as 
the nationalisation of iron and steel are 
irrelevant to our present crisis, distracting 
to those who should be concentrating on 
production and marketing problems, and 
damaging to our future prospects. 


Production Efficiency. 

It means too that every one engaged 
in industry must strain every nerve to 
cheapen methods of production, to aban- 
don restrictive practices, and to adopt all 
possible aids to increased productivity. 

This is a programme that will demand 
effort and sacrifice from all. It will not 
of itself solve our difficulties, but without 
it no solution can be found. Unless we 
are prepared as a nation to take such 
measures as are within our own control 
we shall not create the confidence in our 
sincerity that must be the foundation on 
which international action can be built. 
These same measures will also help us to 
bring down the costs of our exports, to 
hasten the day when we are once again 
self-supporting, and to enable us by our 
own efforts to bring back prosperity. 
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ARCHITECTS IN’ LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT EMPLOY 
Alleged Restriction on Movement 


‘HE Association of Building Techni- 
cians has issued the following 
statement : — 

_“ The Association of Building Tech- 
nicians has been informed that restric- 
tions are being imposed by some local 
authorities on the freedom of movement 
of officers between one authority and 
another. We learn that it is the policy 
of the Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions that officers wishing to move from 
one authority to another shall not in 
normal circumstances be accepted by the 
second authority unless they have been 
at least two years with the first one. 

“This is a revival in a different form 
of the pre-war custom by which some 
local authorities refused to engage an 
officer coming from another authority 
without first inquiring whether his em- 
ployer wished to release him. The pro- 
cedure was an informal one, but the 
A.B.T. protested vigorously and was 
able to stop the practice as far as it 
affected building technicians. The new 
policy, if generally accepted, would tie 
technicians to authorities paying low 
salaries and would prevent them from 
using the present period of full employ- 
ment to raise their standard of living to 
that of their colleagues employed by 
more enlightened authorities. 

“No one wishes to change his job 
unless he has serious reasons for doing 
so. It is well known that salaries paid 
by some authorities are ridiculously low 
and that it is in the interests of good 
building as well as of individual techni- 
cians that they should be raised. It is 
also well known that many architects, 
engineers, surveyors and others find it 
difficult, with the rising cost of living, to 
make ends meet, especially if they are 
assuming the obligations of a family.” 


DISTRICT HEATING AT 
WYTHENSHAWE 


Government Aid Sought 


AFTER spending £100,000 on a district 
heating scheme for ‘the Wythenshawe 
estate, estimated to cost £5,500,000, 
Manchester City Council is to be asked 
to request the Government to help to 
prevent the abandonment of the pro- 
ject. 

A joint meeting of the housing and 
the Wythenshawe estate committee re- 
commended on August 17 that the coun- 
cil should approach the Health Ministry, 
the Ministry of Fuel and Power, and 
the British Electricity Authority © and 
make suggestions “which may keep the 
scheme open if adequate assistance is 
given.” 

Mr. J. E. Fitzsimmons, chairman of 
the joint meeting, said that without help 
the scheme must be abandoned. “ This 
is the first experiment of its kind and 
size in the country,” he said, “and we 
feel it is unfair for Manchester to take 
all the risk without some offer of pro- 
tection from the people who will benefit 
most—that is, the Government.” 

It was estimated that the scheme would 
save 30,000 tons of coal a year. The 
Corporation. had been warned of the 
difficulty of getting the necessary turbo- 
generators for some years to come, and 
no agreement could be reached with the 
British [Electricity Authority on the 
price for residual electricity asked for 
by the Corporation to make the scheme 
an economic proposition. 
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TOWN PLANNING SUMMER SCHOOL 
Planning Rural Areas: The Development of Villages 


(THE problems of planning rural areas 
_and of the location and development 
of villages were described by Dr. C. S. 
Orwin, M.A., D.Litt., when he addressed 
the Town and Country Planning Summer 
School, begun under the auspices of the 
Town Planning Institute at the University 
of St. Andrews on August 20. The pro- 
ceedings end to-morrow. 
The chairman at all sessions was the 
President of the School, Sir GEORGE 
PepLeER, C.B., P-P.T.P.1., F.R.I.C:S. 


THE MINISTER OF TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING, Opening the school, replied to 
criticisms which had been made of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
and, in denying that development charges 
had held up development, gave details 
of the availability of land for building 
and of the granting of certificates. 


The Minister said that the Act was a 
complicated piece of legislation but this 
was due to our involved system of land 
tenure. It would have been much simpli- 
fied by nationalisation of the land. It 
was a little early to say whether the Act 
had been successful; and with such an in- 
iricate piece of machinery it would be 
surprising if it did not creak somewhere. 


It was quite possible that in time cer- 
tain improvements might be found neces- 
sary. He would not hesitate to ask for 
any amendments if need be, but so far 
he had seen no evidence of bad effects; 
indeed there had been some very remark- 
able changes. 

Possibly the most persistent criticism 
of the Act was that development charges 
were holding up development. That was 
not true. Development had been held up 
because of the general economic situa- 
tion and because of the necessity for con- 
serving our resources, It was not true 
that there was little or no land available. 
The Ministry had granted some 6,000 certi- 
ficates under Section 80 of the Act, which 
enables owners to carry out development 
and assumes that land is available and 
ready for building. 

“We have a further 8,000 applications 
before us remaining to be dealt with,” 
said Mr. Silkin, “and assuming we grant 
certificates to the 8,000 in the same pro- 
portion as hitherto it would appear that 
there would be land available on which to 
build some 65,000 dwellings free from 
development charge.” 

It was not true that lack of private 
building was due to non-availability of 
land. Many people imagined that the 
Act was introduced for the express pur- 
pose of securing development charges. 
This was an utter fallacy. 

The Act had substanitally reduced the 
number of separate authorities in Eng- 
land and Wales by about nine-tenths, 
from 1,450 to about 140. It would have 
wider effects than the prevention of un- 
desirable development; one of its most 
important aspects was the obligation 
which it placed upon local authorities, 
and the encouragement it gave to them, 
in redeveloping their land. - 

In the -course of his paper Dr. 
Orwin said: Country planning is still 
far removed from being a_ recognised 
science. While there can be few, if any, 
thoughtful persons who would wish to 
leave the industrial sprawl uncontrolled, 
there are many who are prepared to shout 
“ Hands off! ” at any suggestion of inter- 
ference with the rural scene. The trade 
in picture postcards portraying Britain’s 
heritage of rural beauty is based largely 
on the perpetuation of conditions of life 


and labour which every medical officer, 
sanitary inspector, health yisitor, and edu- 
cation officer condemns out of hand. 
Here, then, we are brought face to face 
with the problems of country planning. 
The first of them is the simple problem 
of slum clearance and overcrowding. The 
countryside is littered with houses con- 
demned as unfit for occupation, which 
cannot be demolished because of the uni- 
versal housing a and the impossi- 
bility of providing alternative accommo- 
dation for the tenants. Many of these 
houses are ee by farm workers, 
who, until recently, were the worst paid 
of any of those engaged in the country’s 
greater industries. Unable to pay the 
higher rents, farm workers have drifted 
into bad cottages because they were cheap. 
There is also the perennial problem of 
occupational tenancies—the “ tied” cot- 
tages. Low wages have made it difficult 
for farm workers to compete for free 
houses, and a custom has grown up b 
which ‘cottages have been provided, 
generally on the farms, as a part of the 
wages.. The tenancy is an occupational 
one, and ceases automatically on the ter- 
mination of the engagement by either 
party. Most of these tied cottages were 
built long ago, and the State has not given 
any. clear lead in the controversy which 
they have roused. Workers are loud in 
their demands for its abolition, but such 
private buildings of cottages for agricul- 
tural workers as is in progress under 


licence to-day, is creating more of them, ° 


for occupation is permitted subject to the 
same conditions, which empower the land- 
lord to eject his tenant without providing 
alternative accommodation. Under State 
housing schemes, however, it has been 
found impossible, in practice, to evict 
the tenant of a house, earmarked for an 
agricultural worker, who has changed to 
industrial employment. 


Perpetuating the Slums, 

Under post-war conditions, priority in 
the selection of tenants for the new Coun- 
cil. houses has had to be given to over- 
crowded households and to persons with 
young families living in houses condemned 
as unfit. This does not mean that the 
condemned houses are then closed. Far 
from it. There has not been even a policy 
to reserve them for elderly people, and 
local authorities have tacitly acquiesced in 
re-occupation by young married couples, 
who lose no time in becoming parents. 
Not only is the slum dwelling perpetuated, 
but overcrowding gets a new start. Over- 
crowding in many rural districts is as 
acute, probably, as in the towns, aggra- 
vated as the evil is,so often, by the lack 
of the public services. 

So far, country planning, in theory, 
seems to have got very little further than 
this—slum clearance and the relief of 
overcrowding. In practice, wherever the 
slum dwellings are re-occupied and the 
potentialities of overcrowding remain, not 
even this much is- being achieved. Any- 
way, it hardly touches the main problems 
of planning, which takes for granted the 
clean-up of the countryside now supposed 
to be going on, and is concerned with 
questions much larger and more difficult, 
involving as they do such matters as the 
village community as a social unit, the 
supply of public services to small and 
scattered villages and hamlets, the restora- 
tion of a balance in rural life between 
agricultural and industrial activities, and, 
greatest problem of all, how to introduce 
industry into a country setting. 
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Some of these questions have received 
attention at the hands of Commissions 
and Committees appointed to consider 
social and industrial conditions. The 
Report of the Committee on Land Utili- 
sation in Rural Areas contemplated the 
introduction of small industries, particu- 
larly those dealing with agricultural pro- 
ducts, into country towns, but in the main 
it was insistent on the maintenance of the 
rural way of life and the preservation of 
things as they are. The Royal Commis- 
sion on the Distribution of Industrial 
Population went a good deal further than 
this, with definite proposals for the loca- 
tion of industry which would introduce an 
entirely new element into rural life, call- 
ing for the revision of long-accepted stan- 
dards of what country life should be. The 
Rural Housing Sub-Committee of the 
Central Housing Advisory Committee was 
concerned mainly with the two problems 
discussed briefly above—slum clearance 
and overcrowding—and with the improve- 
ment of local administrative machinery. 
It expressed the opinion, however, that 
the introduction of “small industrial 
units” into rural areas, under proper 
planning control, would increase the finan- 
cial resources of such districts, and thus, 
“in the long run the admixture of indus- 
try with agriculture would improve the 
rural housing services.” Omitting that of 
the Royal Comnmfission, the tendency of 
these Reports is to suggest that nothing 
must be done to interfere, seriously, with 
the old-time character of the English vil- 
lage community and its traditional beauty. 
This view is expressed commonly, and 
often without any qualification, by indi- 
viduals, influenced partly, no doubt, by 
the devastation wrought in the rural scene 
by the unplanned building development of 
the years between the wars. Such people 
fail to realise, however, that the old-time 
character of the village and its traditional 
beauty always have been changing, and at 
no time so rapidly as during the past two 
generations, which have witnessed an 
agricultural revolution and the destruction 
of the old village industries. Nothing has 
been static; each generation in its turn 
has made its contribution, destroying some 
things and adding others, to produce the 
effect of continuous occupation, from 
days long past, by communities of men 
and women. striving and _ contriving, 
through good times and bad, to express 
themselves in the idiom of their day, but 
never standing still. The village or hamlet 
which ceases to develop soon begins to 
decay. Its buildings fall into disrepair, 
and a social decline sets in as it tends to 
become the resort of the less fortunate 
members of the locality—the unlucky or 
the unthrifty—who are attracted to it by 
the relative cheapness of the poor accom- 
modation which it affords. 


The Plight of Some Villages. 


Scattered widely up and down the coun- 
try are many places of two or three hun- 
dred people, and not ge gear | fewer, 
which seem to have lost the will to sur- 
vive, places which once comprised mixed 
societies of agricultural and industrial 
workers, complete with church and parson. 
school and teacher. To-day, the march of 
progress, which has infused a new indus- 
trial life into larger places, has taken from 
them almost everything which held them 
together. The small industries have gone, 
the parson has gone, the school is closed 
and the teacher gone. At the same time, 
progress in transport has opened up a new 
world to those who remain, and the in- 
habitants, \particularly the younger ones, 
have. come to realise that there are educa- 
tional opportunities, elementary, secondary 
and adult, chances of occupation in many 
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forms beside agriculture, the physical 
amenities of life provided by the public 
services, facilities for the employment of 
leisure—-all these, and other delectable 
things are available to\them where people 
congregate in'communities far larger than 
their own. What can the planner do about 
it?..How can the education of a dozen 
children of all ages from five to 15 be 
organised? How can the overhead costs 
of.tthe public services, water, light and 
sewerage, be met-and distributed amongst 
so few householders? What can be organ- 
ised for the social life of a community 
too small to equip and maintain a village 
hall, or any kind of social or athletic club? 
To put down one or two pairs of cottages 
as contributions to slum clearance or to 
remedy overcrowding is no solution. To 
give them a hundred, or perhaps a thou- 
sand, -is to lose the identity of the old 
village in a community entirely new. 


Yet this, possibly, is the best thing that 
can happen to many of these little places. 
From the time of Ebeneezer Howard 
onward to the present day, the advocates 
of new towns have had in mind the crea- 
tion of places of 15,000 to 30,000 inhabi- 
tants, with considerable diversity of indus- 
try amongst them. Places of such sizes, 
planned to provide the amenities of life to 
industrial workers, would be bound to 
overrun several villages, which, although 
too small and unorganised for any one of 
them to form the nucleus of the new town, 
would acquire immediately, from _ their 
incorporation into it, all the social vitality 
and. economic strength of which modern 
life has deprived them. There are many 
examples of the absorption of villages 
through the spread of old towns. The 
projected new- towns will absorb many 
more. The process can be seen in pro- 
gress, for example, in Didcot, in Berk- 
shire. . Here, less than two generations 
ago, was an agricultural community of 
some 300 people. To-day it is absorbed 
in a town of several thousand inhabitants, 
engaged, some of them, in Government 
enterprises, and others at the new Atomic 
Energy Research Establishment, Develop- 
mént is still’ going on, which will merge 
two, if not three, other small villages into 
this new community before its limits are 
reached. 


Revival of Rural Communities. 


But the new industrial town, or the 
.old country market-town into which in- 
dustry has migrated, concerns. the 
country planner in directions less ob- 
vious than - this. It -is impossible 
to adjust the size of the new town 
or the expansion of the old _ one, 
exactly to the requirements of the indus- 
tries located in them. As has been men- 
tioned already, the great motor works at 
Cowley, in Oxfordshire, have long since 
outgrown the accommodation for labour 
provided round about them, and are 
drawing on towns and villages, some 
of. them many miles away. There can be 
no reasonable doubt that the first effect 
of. the. new towns at Stevenage, Brack- 
nell, Crawley and elsewhere will be to 
create a market for labour in every 
village. around them within a possible 
transport distance. -This is the form 
which the industrial element in the rural 
community is going to take. The old 
rural industries are dead. Agriculture is 
a declining market for labour. It is 
through this opening, the decentralising 
of manufacture, that many of our rural 
communities will be revived, and some- 
thing of the old balance between work on 
the. Jand and work in other forms of 
enterprise will be restored. Thus will 
come, indeed, it is coming, the fuller 
community life, when the little places 
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are big enough to organise themselves 
in groups for activities of many kinds 
now closed to them, when the day’s work 
is done. 

Daily Exodus of Workers. 

The difference between ‘these new 
villages and the old ones from which 
they have evolved is considerable, in 
that the industrial element in the com- 
munity spends the working hours of the 
day in another place. Those who can 
remember the old village communities 
of 50 years ago will recall how they 
awoke, day after day, to the sound of 
the blacksmith’s hammer, the wheel- 
wright’s saw, and the smell of the malt- 
house or tannery. Everywhere was 
activity, but to-day, there is a general 
exodus of the working population as the 
works buses pass through, collecting the 
factory workers. During the day there 
is little which suggests a living com- 
munity in the village, but all this changes 
in the evening and at the weekend, when 
the men and girls return and the social 
life of the place begins. They are 
dormitory villages in one sense, buf, as 
such, they are part and parcel with the 
modern organisation of a great industrial 
community, and given the proper siting 
and planning of the houses, business 
premises and other structural neéds, there 
is no reason why community life of 
these reconstructed villages should not 
be vigorous and satisfying. 

Where there is no industrial pull from 
a near-by town, and the need is just for 
a few more houses, another possibility, 
where distances are not too great, is to 
— several villages and to concentrate 
all the development in the central one. 
To build a few pairs of houses in each 
does not help them much; to concen- 
trate all the building in one village may 
raise its population to a figure which 
makes it poe to provide a full com- 
munity life for the whole group, giving 
scope for education and recreation, homes 
for the aged, increased shopping facilities, 
better health services, a community cen- 
tre, and so on. Such a grouping would 
reproduce, on a smaller scale, most of 
the idea of Mr. Henry Morris’ Village 
Colleges, and the group should acquire 
a social vitality at present impossible in 
any of its constituent members. An ex- 
periment of this sort is now in process of 
development in Berkshire. 

There is still. the problem of the 
dwindling rural community, untouched 
by new industry and badly placed for 
grouping with its neighbours. These are 
endemic in most parts and epidemic 
in considerable districts, particularly in 
Wales and the English hill country. They 
offer little or no scope for develop- 
ment, being communities more of 
small family farmers, than of farmers, 
tradesmen and _ wage’ workers, 
often failing to exhibit any of that con- 
centration of population at one point 
which makes the typical village or ham- 
let. Housing, whether by way of slum 
clearance or additional provision, must 
be left, as a rule, to private enterprise, 
for, under conditions prevailing now and 
likely to continue, economic and 
social life which these places can offer is 
impossible of development and would not 
justify the expenditure of public funds. 
The provision, even, of some of the 

ublic services, water, light and power, to 
ighten domestic toil, must continue to 
depend upon chance opportunities until 
the right of all citizens, rural and urban, 
to an equal erjoyment of the amenities of 
life is recognised, by the adoption of 
national flat rates for the supply of these 

Apart from such prospects for small 
villages, the only future for them is that 
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which they can make for themselves. The 
demand for their. preservation at the 
public expense must not be taken too 
seriously; it comes, as a rule, from those 
not called upon to pass their lives in 
picturesque slum dwellings, as members 
of communities cut off from the main 
stream of social life. 

It is unlikely that the country planner 
will often be concerned with the lay-out 
of brand new villages. Here and there, 
one may be found, generally in associa- 
tion with the development of one of the 
extractive industries; New Ollerton (coal), 
in Nottinghamshire, and Stewartby 
(brick-making), in Bedfordshire, are 
examples. More commonly, industrial 
development will be in the form of addi- 
tions to existing places. 


Thoughtless Village Planning. 


There remains the physical problem of 
how to introduce industrial workers’ 
houses into their rural setting. The “eo 
fundamental is that the model of the oli 
village must be preserved in the sense 
that the completion of any development 
must leave the place as it found it, one 
corporate body, not having created a 
“ Mudford Old Town” and a “ Mud- 
ford New Town.” To judge by what is 
going on all over the country to-day, it 
might be thought that the planner had 
taken a sheet of paper representing any 
flat field bounded by a high road, upon 
which he had proceeded to lay down an 
interna! road or two, and then to line 
them with the 20, or 30 or more houses, 
allotted to the place jn question as the 
number needed to relieve a present con- 
gestion and to meet an ascertained de- 
mand. “Here,” you can almost hear 
him saying, “is your plan; get to work 
on it.” And you can imagine his satis- 
faction and that of his builder, given a 
clean site where they can run up a little 
housing estate of identical houses, un- 
trammelled by the propinquity of other 
houses or the need for any other con- 
trivances. 


_At best, the result is to produce two 
villages, the old one, with all the attrac- 
tion with which we are familiar, and 
equipped with church, chapel, school, 
post office, shop, bus stop, and so on; the 
other, the new one, well-named a_hous- 
ing estate, a mass-produced collection of 
identical buildings, designed, it is true, to 
give shelter and home comforts conform- 
ing to modern standards, but without any 
of the many adjuncts needed by any com- 
munity of men, women and children. 
Such a group can never, under any cir- 
cumstances, be assimilated into the 
village, the essence of which is the 
mixture of dates, styles, materials and 
uses of the various structures composing 
it. As the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies rub shoulders with the eighteenth 
or nineteenth, so the doctor’s house is 
sandwiched between the village shop and 
a pair of cottages, with a builder’s yard 
beyond, adjoining, in its turn, perhaps, 
the village inn. 

At worst, the result of the housing- 
estate type of planning is to produce, at 
the same time, two communities who 
never unite for punposes of mutual ad- 
vantage, thus missing everything that 
should be gained from the addition not 
only of numbers to the little place, but 
also the advantage of a new industrial 
element. 

The old architects of the village 
worked subconsciously, perhaps, to pre- 
serve its corporate character. The re- 
moval of decayed or obsolete buildings 
provided sites for new ones. New growth 
was slow, and additions to the building 
area were made on its outskirts, in ones 
and twos, and here and there. This 
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should be the keynote of the more -in- 
tensive planning programmes of to-day. 
Without the suggestion of overcrowding, 
every opportunity should be taken to 
intersperse the new houses amongst the 
old. Only when the limit has been 
reached should the planner have resort 
to sites outside the village, and then tak- 
ing care to balance one side by another, 
s0 aS to avoid the housing-estate effect 
and to secure access to the services of the 
village for the newcomers, with the mini- 
mum of inconvenience. To argue that 
water-supplies, sewerage, etc., can be 
organised more cheaply for 50 cottages 
erected on a clean site than for fivé-and- 
twenty pairs diffused through the village 
is to stultify the case for planning. Often, 
too, even the cheapness argument cannot 
be sustained, for the cost of road con- 
struction is saved by using the village 
sites, and often that of sewers and water- 
mains. Untold harm is going to be done 
to the villages of England if the present 
practice is to continue. If those who 
want to make museum pieces of our vil- 
lages would recognise the inevitability of 
change, they would help instead of 
hindering the work of country planning, 
for there is no doubt that we owe the 
housing: estate in no small measure to 
those whose cry is—“Hands off the 
village!” 


Facing the Facts. , 

In conclusion, there are just two other 
points which should be emphasised. The 
first is the need to remember that in all 
these matters of reconstruction we cannot 
eat our’ cake and have it; we cannot 
escape from having to pay the price of 
our position as a great industrial nation. 
In more primitive European states, in 
which there was, anyhow until recently, 
an organisation 75 per cent., or even 
more, based on agriculture, the preserva- 
tion of the rural scene presented no diffi- 
culty,.because no one threatened it. In 
Britain, where some 90 per cent. of the 
people, to-day, are non-agricultural, con- 
cessions must be made and compromises 
contrived. These, however, need never 
entail the perpetuation of picturesque 
slums, on the one hand, or the erection 
of flats and sky-scrapers for country 
dwellers, on the. other. 

The second point is to remember. that 
most of that which is planned and con- 
structed during the next few years is 
going to determine the comfort and 
the convenience of country-dwellers 
for’ the . next. -century. While the 
problems which have to be solved are 
clamant, they have hardly, so far, been 
stated.--- Lét’ it never be forgotten that 
they’ are- human problems, not intellectual 
exercises, nor problems for academic re- 
search. Country planning must be con- 
sidered in terms not of conurbations, but 
of communities; not of housing estates, 
but of homes; not of units of population, 
but of Mrs. Smith and her husband and 
their children. 





At the session of the Summer School 
held on August 22 a paper on “Social 
Aspects of Communities” was read by 
Professor. -V. Gordon: Childe, D.Litt., 
D.Se.,.-F.B:A. - - 


Terms Applied to. Timber etc. 

A glossary of terms and definitions 
applicable to timber, plywood and join- 
ery has been issued by the British Stan- 
dards Institution as B.S. 565. It includes 
classified lists of terms~in general use 
relating to forestry, structure, defects, 
sizes and quantities of timber and com- 
mercial abbreviations.. Copies from the 


BS.L;° ‘Sales’ Department, 24, Victoria- 
Price 5s., post free: . 


street; S.W.1. 
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THE BUILDER 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


What Constitutes a Window 
Frame ? 


Q.—We would be most obliged for 
information on the following ey: 
We have recently acquired a contract for 
the external ponies to a number of 
houses for a local corporation, and one 
of the items, which is provisional, is as 
follows :— 

13. “ Include for painting all interior 
surfaces of all window frames only, to 
be finished in a shade to suit each 
tenant’s scheme of decoration.” 

Our query is: What constitutes a win- 
dow frame? We contend that a window 
frame is the outer frame, ignoring sashes, 
transoms, mullions, etc., but a letter 
received from the corporation states: 
“Referring to the internal painting of 
window frames at the above, it has been 
brought to my notice that you intend to 
paint the surround of the frame only. I 
would point out that all mullions, tran- 
soms, glazing bars, etc., are an integral 
part of the window frame. Clause 13 of 
the specification refers to ‘all window 
frames’ which cover these items. Had we 
only required the surrounds painting, we 
should have specifically mentioned this. 
In accordance with Clause 66 of the 
General Conditions of Contract, I shall 
require the whole of the frames painting.’ 

As the above item is classed as provi- 
sional and the corporation can add or 
deduct work not required, what is our 
position with regard to this? 

We enclose a copy of Clauses 66 and 67 
of the General Conditions of Contract 
relating to the above-mentioned contract. 

“ YorKIST.”’ 


Clause 66—The Borough Architect shall be 
the sole judge as to the interpretation of all 
parts of the Specification relating to the 
methods of carrying out the works and to the 
materials to be am | in the construction thereof, 
and his decision thereon and upon the measure- 
ments shall be final and binding on the Con- 
tractor. The Borough Architect’s. valuation 
and Certificates shall in all cases be binding on 
the Contractor subject to Clause 67. 

Clause 67.—In case any dispute shall arise 
between the Corpecenes or the Borough Archi- 
tect on their behalf and the Contractor as to 
any matters or things whatsoever arising under 
or out of the Contract either before the com- 
mencement or during the progress of the works 
by the Contractor, such disputes shall be re- 
ferred to and decided by the Borough Architect 
whose decision, subject to the. sravenene herein- 
after contained, shall be abided by until the 
completion of the works. If after the com- 
pletion of the works by the Contractor such 
decision of the Borough Architect notwith- 
standing that the Contractor shall have abided 
by it is disputed by the Contractor, or if any 
dispute shall arise after entry on or taking 
possession of the works by. the Corporation 
rightly or wrongly or after the abandonment 
of the works by the Contractor or after a 
breach by either per going to the root of 
the Contract and the Contractor is unwilling to 
submit to the decision of the Borough Archi- 
tect thereon, such dispute provided they refer 
to matters other. than those on which the 
Borough Architect’s decision is final (see Clause 
66) shall be referred to arbitration. The Arbi- 
trator shall be a Fellow of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, appointed by the presi- 
dent of that Institute, and he shall act as sole 
Arbitrator under and subject to the Arbitration 

, 1889, and any statutory modification 
thereon, and in such case the Corporation shall 
im Contractor 

unless and until the liability of the Corporation 
and the amoant of. their liability (if any) in 
respect of the claim shall have been awarded by 


* the Arbitrator whose award in such cases shall 


be a condition precedent. to any liability of the 
Corporation or any right of action against the 
Corporation in respect of such a claim. It. shall 
further be a condition of precedent to an 

either 
before the date of the Borough Architect’s 
Certificate of Completion or at least one month 
before the reference to the Arbitrator’s which- 
ever shall occur sooner, have submitted to the 
Borough Architect for his adjudication every 
claim in full detail that. he refers to arbitration, 


.and the Arbitrator shall have no jurisdiction 


over any claim-_not arom net in this 


manner to the Borough Arc 
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A.—(1) Had I been requested to sub- 
mit an estimate for the redecorating work 
in question, I would haveincluded in my 
estimate the interior surfaces to the 
window frames only and ignored the 
sashes. 


(2) I cannot agree with the borough 
architect’s contention that all sashes are 
an integral part of the window frame. 
(Doors are most certainly not an integral 
part of a door frame.) 


(3) Clause 4(d), page 75 of the S.M.M. 
states: Painting on sash or casement 
frames, mullions or transoms shall each 
be — separately in yards run; painting 
shall be measured on both sides, and this 
shall be stated in the description. Paint- 
ing on the sashes or casements shall be 
described as on sash squares (classified in 
accordance with clause 1(g), etc.). 

According to this clause the frame and 
sashes are separate units. 


(4) In answer to the query “ What con- 
stitutes a window frame?” I am of the 
opinion that the sides, heads, cills, mul- 
lions and transoms form the window 
frames. The sashes, whether fixed or 
hung, are no part of the frame. 


(5) Clause 66 of the General Conditions 
of Contract which was accepted by 
yout correspondent clearly states that the 

orough architect shall be the sole judge 
as to the interpretation of all parts of the 
specification, etc. Now the architect inter- 
prets Clause 13 of the specification as 
meaning that the windows and frames in- 
ternally were to be painted to suit the 
tenants’ scheme of decoration, because 
that was what he intended should be done. 
Unfortunately, the wording of Clause 13 
of the specification went astray, and con- 
veys an entirely different meaning from 
that intended. 

(6) The item in dispute is a provisional 
one, which means that it may not be car- 
ried out: it is for the architect to decide, 
and the contractors have no say in the 
matter whatsoever. 

(7) Finally, an amicable settlement 
may be reached by asking the architect to 
cancel the work covered by Clause 13 of 
the specification, rewording the clause to 
include the sashes, and submitting a 
revised estimate. 

“CAIN.” 


BIRMINGHAM HOSPITALS 
Vacancies in Architect’s Department 


It is anticipated that the larger capital 
building programme drawn up by the 
Birmingham Regional Hospital Board will 
soon be under way. 

The first step towards building new hos- 
pitals, nurses’ homes, staff houses, and 
the modernising of existing hospitals and 
accommodation, will be the expansion of 
the architect’s department of the Birming- 
ham Regional Hospital Board. 

Under the National Health Service, the 
Board will be filling a number of key 
me in the architect’s department. 

e Board require a senior assistant archi- 
tect, architectural assistants, assistant 
architects, an assistant quantity surveyor, 
and a junior engineering assistant. 

Birmingham Regional Hospital Board 
seeks keen designers with a flair. for. 
modern design, including new methods of 
construction and interior decoration.. The 
appointments will be made next month. 

alaries to be paid range from £390. to 


£760. 

An official of the Board has stated that 
the policy was to expand the staff of the 
architect’s department sufficiently to allow 
it to cope with one-third of the pro- 

mme. The remaining two-thirds is to 
be given to private architects, - 
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THE BUILDER 


THE ORGANISATION OF BUILDING FIRMS 


The seventh in our series of articles, contributed by leading builders in various 

’ parts of the country on the organisation of building firms, describes a Midlands 
business engaged on building and a certain amount of civil engineering work. and 
employing, at the moment, about 500 men. 
in our issues for July 15, 22, 29, August 5, 


12 and 19. 


7.—A Medium-size Firm in the Midlands 


(THE following notes on organisation 
apply to a medium-size firm, mainly 
occupied in building, but carrying out 
also a certain amount of civil engineer- 
ing work. The number of men employed 
naturally varies, not, perhaps, greatly 
over short periods, but’ not inconsider- 
ably over longer ones. At the present 
time of labour shortage it may be taken 
as approximately 500. 

The type and size of contracts 
normally undertaken also vary, but 
would include such buildings as schools, 
hospitals, factories, churches, cinemas, 
hotels and so on. On the civil engineer- 
ing side would be included ferro-con- 
crete structures, roads, sewers, water and 
gas mains. In recent years quite a lot 
of housing work has been carried out, 
but under more normal conditions, unless 
there are some particular reasons for 
the contrary, this kind of work is left to 
housing specialists. No speculative work 
is undertaken. 

The business has been established for 
well over 100 years and is now a private 
limited liability company, all the shares 
being held by people intimately con- 
nected with the company. 

Many of the permanent staff hold 
shares, and the articles ‘of association 
provide powers whereby the permanent 
directors are able to control, within fairly 
fine limits, the allocation of shares. 

Nearly all businesses of this type 
started from small beginnings and this 
firm is no exception. It is inevitable 

“ under the circumstances, and in what is 
still essentially a “family concern,” that 
there shoul be anachronisms and 
peculiarities in organisation resulting 
from methods first adopted many years 
ago and which it would be impossible 
suddenly to alter without seriously dis- 
rupting the smooth running of the 
business and almost certainly upsetting 
many of the key personnel who have 
become set in their ways. -A number of 
alterations in organisation’ may be made 
at some future date, as opportunities 
arise, but these notes are based very 
largely on the organisation as it exists 
to-day. 

_ The head office of the company is 
situated in a comparatively small town 
in the provinces, where the business was 
originally started. In addition, there is 

a comparatively large branch office in 
London and another smaller branch 
office in a large provincial city some 30 
miles from the head office. 


Direction. 
_ The board of directors at the present 
time consists of three permanent direc- 
tors, all descendants of the founder of 
the firm, and all of whom take an active 
part in the management of the business, 
and four non-permanent directors who 
are elected annually and who, in all 
cases, hold important executive positions. 

Major policy is thus formulated by a 
board of directors which- includes the 
top executives, its general trend having 
first been considered by what may be 
termed the “ cabinet,” consisting of the 
three permanent directors. 

Direction of the firm may thus be set 
put as follows: - === 


(1) Chairman and 


Previous articles in thi: series appeared 
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the joinery department referred to above 
is, in these caps, a comparatively small 
affair. While the firm still prepares much 
of its own joinery, this is not today of the 
class and nature for which the firm prewar 
had something of a reputation. 

The plumbing and painting depart- 
ments are also comparatively small, the 
bulk of their work being maintenance 
and daywork, though occasionally they 
may be employed on local contracts, 


Siena? Director 





| 
(2) sissies OA Director 


| 
(3) Sau ah Director 





| 
(5) Director 


| 
(4) Director 
(London) 


(Chief Surveyor) 


No attempt is made, either at this stage 
or elsewhere, to divide responsibilities 
into watertight compartments. If may, 
however, be advisable here to outline 
broadly the duties which the various 
directors undertake. 

(1) Chairman and Managing Director. 
As will be obvious, he is concerned with 
all aspects of the running of the busi- 
ness. He is at all times available to give 
guidance, advice or decisions on any 
point raised by any of the other directors 
or heads of departments, unless, of 
course, it is necessary to refer such point 
to the full board. 

(2) Permanent. Director. The son of 
the chairman. He, again, is concerned 
with all aspects of the business, In 
addition, he has recently assumed 
responsibility for the placing, running 
and repair of the firm’s plant, concern- 
ing which more will be said later. 


(3) Permanent Director. At present a 
fair proportion of his time is taken up 
with work connected with a certain 
Federation. He is responsible for the 
running of the small branch office some 
30 miles away, and for the supervision 
of work in that area. 


(4) Director and Chief Surveyor. He 
is responsible for the preparation of all 
estimates other than those prepared by 
(5) and (7) below. In addition, on 
account of special circumstances, he is 
responsible for the running of certain 
contracts and for the preparation of final 
accounts connected therewith. 


(5) Director—London. Apart from 
invoices and the payment of monthly 
accounts, the whole of which are dealt 
with by head office, the branch in London 
is more or less self-contained. Estimating, 
the running of contracts and the prepara- 
tion and settling of final.accounts are all 
dealt with. 


| 
(7) Director 


7 
(6) Director 
(Local Manager) 


(Secretary) 
On large local contracts and on all out- 
of-town contracts this work is always sub- 
let. 


Contract Management. 

Unlike many firms of similar size, there 
is no Chief Contracts Manager. All con- 
tracts come under the personal super- 
vision of one or other of the directors, 
and the staff for any particular contract 
is anon to suit the requirements of the 
job. 

This, obviously, varies appreciably, and 
may be anything from a qualified engineer 
with perhaps two agents and three or 
four general foremen down to the small 
job with only one working foreman. 

Work is-undertaken from both head 
office and London in any part of the 
country; interchange of personnel between 
the two is, however, avoided as much as 




















possible. Considering head office first, 
contract supervision may be shown 
graphically as follows: 
Seer (7) 
[ 
a Assistant 
| | | | 
— a G. F. W., F 
‘wee FE | 
G.F G.F. G.F. G.F. 
ye (4) 
| | 
Engineer-Agent Agent 
| | 
| | | 
G.F. G. F. G. b. G. F. 


On the larger contracts, agents and 
general foremen are assisted by time- 
keepers and wages clerks, but on smaller 
contracts such work is done centrally. 

The organisation in London follows 
similar lines, thus:— 


onic ied (5) 





| 
Cee sae Manager 


| 
Assistant—Office Manager 





| | 
Agent Agent 


| 
Foreman Foreman Foreman Foreman 


(6) Director-Secretary. He is responsible 
for all matters connected with the firm’s 
books, and also such items as insurance, 
staff welfare and legal matters. 

(7) Director-Local Manager. He runs 
all contracts within a short distance of 
head office, organises all jobbing day- 
work and supervises the joinery depart- 
ment and also the plumbers’ and painters’ 
departments. In addition, he is sometimes 
responsible for tte preparation: of esti- 
mates for purely loc! work. . 

Before proceeding to methods of con- 
tract management it should be stated that 


| ' 
G. F. G. F. 


It should be noted, in this case, that 
the Assistant-Contracts Manager jis based 
at the office, from which he operates 
under the direct control of the director 
in charge. 

The arrangement in the smaller area 
office also follows similar lines, but here 
there is no resident director, in view of 
its proximity to head office. This branch 
office is not self-contained, all work, other 
than supervision of contracts by the locai 
manager and a certain amount of clerical 
work, being done by head office, 
Graphically it appears thus ;— 
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Area Contracts Manager 


| | 
Agent G. F. 


Estimating and Surveying. 

Apart from the principle of endeavour- 
ing to see that the surveyor who first 
handles a job shall see it through to the 
final account, this department is kept 
as fluid as possible. 

Upon receipt of an invitation to ten- 
der there is usually some informal dis- 
cussion. among the directors concerned, 
when it is decided who shall price out 
the bills and broadly upon what lines, 
after which it is passed to the Surveyor’s 
Chief Clerk for inquiries for materials 
and sub-contractors to be dealt with. 

The Surveyor’s department is also re- 
sponsible for such cost records as it is 
desired to keep and also for the prepara- 
tion and running of payment-by-result 
schemes. In this connection, and in the 
matter of keeping rough and brief notes 
of any variations, agents and general 
toremen are required to keep site records. 





| | 
Agent G. F. 


Buying. 

There is no separate buying depart- 
nent. It is not felt that firm is big 
enough to warrant a full-time buyer, and 
this is done by the surveyor who handles 
the job, in collaboration with the direc- 
tor who is supervising it. 

? lant. 

The modern tendency appears to be 
the establishment of a separate business 
to run the plant side of an organisation. 

One knows many of the reasons which 
have led to this, but this firm still runs 
its own plant organisation as a normal 
part of its business. While the amount 
of plant owned is fairly extensive there 
are in addition usually one or two major 
pieces on hire from outside firms. 

It has been found, probably owing to 
the accumulation of repairs deferred dur- 
ing the war and to the enormous volume 
of work undertaken during that time, and 
also to the subsequent difficulties of re- 
placement, that much of the plant requires 
extensive overhauling. 

For this reason, and also to keep a 
strict eye on the cost of repairs, which 
began to assume alarming proportions, 
plant is now under the direct control 
of one of the permanent directors. 

All plant charges, oe delivery to 
and from a site, fuel and oil, etc., are 
charged to establishment and not to the 
individual contract. Plant specially hired, 
however, is charged direct to the con- 
tract concerned. Though somewhat un- 


fair, the ultimate answer is the same and Siam 


unnecessary book-keeping is avoided. 
Secretarial Duties. 


THE BUILDER 


NATIONALISATION AND 
THE WORKING WEEK 


Mr. Coppock’s Observations at 
Operatives’ Conference 


(THE subjects of the nationalisation of 

the building industry and the work- 
ing week were lengthily debated at the 
recent 32nd conference of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives 
held at Porthcawl. 

Observations on each of these matters 
were made by Mr. RICHARD CoppPock, 
C.B.E., general secretary of the Federa- 
tion, and these have now been published 
in pamphlet form. 

In the course of his remarks Mr. Cop- 
pock made the following points :— 


Nationalisation 
That it would prove no easy matter 


to run nationalised industry in conjunc- 
tion with the continuance of private 


enterprise. These two systems were 
bound to clash at some point. This was 
inevitable. 


The building industry had attached 
to it an enormous amount of capital, and 
its capital expenditure in the course of 
a year was as much as £800,000,000. It 
would be possibly more in future. There 
was no other industry carrying such a 
heavy financial burden, and building it- 
self provided a valuable means of taxa- 
tion and rating in a way that no other 
industry did. 

It was subject to all kinds of legal re- 
strictions in a way that few other indus- 
tries had to .endure. 

It would be possible to nationalise 
the building industry and yet not end 








CANNOT 
SCRATCH 


Little need be added to what has fe 


already been said. There is not perhaps 
quite the same degree of flexibility here 
between the various clerks employed, 


since the routine varies but little from | A 


day to day. : 

Typing must always present quite a 
major problem in any _ medium-size 
builder’s business, and this firm is no ex- 
ception, the load varying so considerably. 
It is not unusual in times of stress to 
impress any clerk who can use a type- 
writer for copy work. 


Conclusion. 

It cannot be too strongly emphasised 
that flexibility is considered of the utmost 
importance. There is little formality—the 
board of directors rarely hold formal 
meetings and it is seldom they are all 
together at one time. 

[The next article will deal with the organisa- 
tion t a small firm employing 60 to 75 opera- 
tives. 





Ce tree: 


Saver 
No. I 
In cleaning down paint, one third of the time 
can be saved by doing the job with Manger’s 
Sugar Soap. This is a great consideration in 
thesé days of labour shortage. 
To be certain you are getting the best and 


quickest acting sugar soap, always ask for 
Manger’s. 


MANGER’'S SUGAR SOAP 


Nominal 1-lb. cartons 7id. 1 doz. 7/- 
6 doz. @ 6/6 per dozen 
Duty paid Eire 9d. 1 doz. 8/6. 6 doz. @ 8/- per dozen 
J. MANGER & SON LTD., Dept. B, Kingsland, London, E.8 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED 














271 


exploitation, for if the building matgrials 
side were left out, the effectiveness of 
nationalising building would become 
weakened. - It was true that the cement 
industry was proposed to be nationalised, 
but this was not unfortunately the whole 
story, as cement was merely a small part 
of the whole industry. There were 
legions of “hangers-on,” starting from 
the clerk in the solicitor’s office and go- 
ing up to the “ high financier.” 

The building society itself was a form 
of banking, a cheap form, less secure 
than a bank, but offering a better return 
to those who invested money in it. Build- 
ing societies were a misnomer, for they 
never built houses but arranged mort- 
gages, and possibly killed quite a few 
people with the worry of repayments. 

It would be well to bear in mind that 
civil engineering companiés could not be 
left out of any consideration of national- 
isation, but the Working Party in the 
building industry, now in session, were 
not considering the civil engineering 
side at all. So strong were the latter 
that when they decided they would take 
no part in the affairs of the Working 
Party, they remained excluded from con- 
sideration. 

The Working Party were, in fact, now 
examining the position and it would be 
necessary for them to state what they 
had found, although it would be a diffi- 
cult job. 


Up to the present, as a member of 
the Working Party, he had been unsuc- 
cessful in discovering one new idea from 
all the mass of evidence which the Party 
had received from various sources 
(although it was not his purpose at the 
moment to comment on the. operatives’ 
evidence). 


He desired to pay tribute to the chair- 
man of the Working Party, whom he 
(the speaker) regarded as a very able per- 
son, but it had to be remembered that 
the chairman was a “ Whitehall” man, 
and the industry could not be effectively 
controlled from Whitehall. 

There did not seem to be one new idea 
amongst all the people who were sup- 
posed to be the controlling influence in 
the industry. Their one theme seemed 
to be—leave them alone in the best of 
all possible worlds. 


Unless they engaged in the same vigor- 
ous propaganda for nationalisation as 
did the Miners’ Union, there would 
merely be “ talk at the top” and no res- 
ponse from the rank and file. It was 
very important indeed that they investi- 


R gated the whole financial set-up of the 


for there, under. pre- 


building indust 
he the crux of the prob- 


sent conditions, 
lem. 


It might be as well to remember, at 
this stage, that in the old days of the 
Building Guilds, the rank and file res- 
ponded loyally, although (as is inevitable 
in a capitalist society) the question of 
finance ultimately caused the downfall of 
the Guilds. We had.to admit that 
we knew little about high finance and 
so we left matters in the hands of others 
who knew even less! 

It would be very necessary, in deal- 
ing with a scheme of nationalisation, to 
assign distinctly where responsibility 
should lie. That, indeed, was one of the 
essential steps for determination. 


The Mobile Labour Squad. 


They had periodical accounts of tha 
very important body known as the 
Mobile. Labour Squad of the Ministry 
of Works: This was a State organisation, 
ably conducted, and would no doubt 


H* 
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The Working Week: The British T.U.C. was attached to the 
) ‘ ; principle of a 40-hour week, although it 
This problem here under consideration was true that it had recognised the neces- 
was the important one of work and sity for delaying immediate fulfilment of 
leisure—a matter of deep concern to that ideal so that no action was taken to 
British trade unionism. undermine the nation in its strugglé for 

It would be remembered that during economic recovery. 
the war the question had been discussed The Federation was bound by a policy 
and decided at high level, and even before of the 40-hour week, in complete agree- 
the war it had been discussed at top ment with the International Federation of 
level at the International Labour Confer- Building and Woodworkers, but he would 
ence under the heading of a shorter like to stress that it would not be right to 
working week. make the shorter working week the excus: 

Every country throughout the world for more overtime. 
which was attached to the I.L.O. had been 
canvassed about the shorter working week, 
and it would be remembered that the 
policy of the unions affiliated to the old 
I.F.T.U. was based on a 40-hour work- 
ing week. That was held to be in line 
with the trade union notions of reform. 

In the pre-war discussions on this ques- 
tion, it was inevitable that they had to 
consider the position of the lower-paid 
wage groups in Eastern Europe, in Africa, 
and elsewhere, as a result of which the 
International Trade Secretariats were 
under necessity to conduct a vigorous 
propaganda for improving the standard of 
living of the backward peoples. 

The war, of course, compelled a halt 
to all this movement, and both ideals and 
ideas of trade unionists had to give way 
to the stern struggle for existence. 

This meant working all the hours God 
cent. Long hours were worked under all 
sorts of conditions in the terrible struggle 
for victory, but the shorter working week 
remained an ideal to be fought for when 
the opportunity recurred. One day the 
history of the building industry in the 
war would be written, and it would be 
seen then what sacrifices building workers 
made in the common struggle. 


provide valuable experience when they 
considered the various problems. 
There were so many ramifications of 
industry to be considered, not the least 
of which was the labour force. He 
hoped that we would never have a scheme 
based upon the Dock Scheme, as he 
thought they could improve on the regis- 
tration arrangements in that industry, 


although he was not convinced that regis- 
tration was a matter of prime importance. 


Men would have to be prepared to move 
from place to place and there must be 
no restricted jobs. 

A full explanation of all the issues in- 
volved was necessary for the rank and 
file and the public generally, and whilst 
control was also involved, the industry 
could not be controlled in the same way 
as the railway industry or the mining in- 
dustry. There, control had been from the 
top, but building activity took place in 
every town, village and hamlet, and it was 
that fact which had to be so patently 
borne in mind. 


As he had already indicated, the build- 
ing industry was tied round by more Acts 
of. Parliament than any other concern. 
One could not build without somebody's 
consent and without some form or other 
having to be completed. One recognised, 
of course, that many of these restrictiohs 
were very necessary ind?ed if buildings 
had to be made safe, and the welfare of 
operatives properly ensured, and their 
safety secured. 

With all due respect, he doubted very 
much whether any of the professions had 
any radical ideas on the subject. If they 
had, he had certainly not heard them. 

Certainly progress would be impossible 
unless the Labour. Government were again 
returned at the next election, but even 


Housing Before Shorter Week. 

Mr. Coppock continued:— 

“It is true that it might take some 
considerable time to achieve a shorter 
week, and we have not pressed the matter 
so far because of the vital housing needs 
of the people, but this should no longer 
be made the occasion or the excuse for 
deferring a very necessary stage in ovr 
industrial progress. F 

“ History will show that the buildin; 
industry was the leader of the shortei 
working week movement. The name of 
Harnott was almost forgotten in this con- 
nection, even among operatives, and. cer- 
tainly in the wider field of the trade union 
world. Harnott was the Stonemasons’ 
Secretary at that time (1847-1872) whc 
waged a lone war even against the autho- 
rity of his own Council, for the achieve- 
ment of. better conditions.” 

The Federation, through the Nationa! 
Conciliation Board, first adopted the 44- 
hour week in 1920, so long ago now that 
probably members did not know its 
origin, because they entered the movement 
subsequent to that development. 


it must be admitted that considerable 





with. a return of Labour, they had to 
remember that the nationalisation of the 
building industry was not at the moment 
in its programme. 

“It might be wise for us to arrange 
propaganda. agitation, and to draw-up a 
list of speakers who. would be authorised 
to advocate the principle and generally 
act in a co-Ordinated campaign.” 

. The. problem.was indeed a big one, and 
he was not sure. whether it would be 
solved very quickly. One could not see 
the wood for the trees. 

The Federation was the,only complete 
industrial .unit in the building industry, as 
was generally known. The employers had 
numerous organisations. 

The issues between the specialist con- 
tractor and the main contractor. were 
almost as acute as were those between the 
operatives in the-early days of. demarca- 
tion disputes, when they used to “ niggle ” 
at one another to determine who would 
get the biggest share of the cake. 


The industry at the present was being 
scientifically examined, and it did occur 
to him that more attention was being paid 
to scientific development than to full 
employment for the workers. 

He felt it was very necessary to conduct 
a campaign among the rank and file to 
get them to become accustomed to the 
assumption of responsibility, instead of 
worrying about halfpennies and pennies, 
“ dirty money,” “clean money,” etc. etc. 

He agreed that the N.F.B-¥.O. had the 
ability to run the industry themselves, but 
it was a matter for the co-ordinated 
action of all the unions. 

He would only state in conclusion that 
very careful consideration would be given 
to the matter, and everything . possible 
would be done to give adequate effect to 
the conference mandate by the presenta- 
tion of a scheme to the next conference. 
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difficulty had been experienced in main- 
taining the 44 hours, especially through 
the slump period. 

“I have vivid recollections of: meeting 
the Leader of the Opposition of that time 
(Ramsay MacDonald) and, together with 
George Hicks, discussing the threatened 
building dispute with MacDonald, Clynes 
and Snowden and a few others. One of 
the issues of the 1923 dispute concerned 
the working week. We went to arbitration 


' and sustained our case for a 44-hour week, 


although with some modification, because 
the result of the arbitration gave us 464 
hours in the summer and 414 in the win- 
ter, but it was important to remember 
that we consolidated our rates on the 
44-hour week in 1920, with no reduction 
in the pay packet. As a result of that 
decision, districts got a very substantial 
increase in wages. 

“In the first post-world-war economic 
crisis, we expressed our. readiness to 
undergo some sacrifice for the purpose of 
housing the people, and we made no effort 
to agitate for a 44-hour week, in line with 
the British T.U.C. policy, because of our 
desire to play our part in econemic 
recovery. 

“During the period of the last war, 
Professor Cole referred to a possible per- 
sonnel of one and a half million in our 
industry to cope with the expected and 
expanded building’ programme, but there 
was some counterplay to this in the esti- 
mates of the late Lord Keynes, who men- 
tioned a sum not exceeding £800,000,000 as 
the annual value of work in the building 
industry. Few, however, took much notice 
of Keynes. 

“Then we were up against a White 
Paper which referred to the admission into 
our industry of 200,000 men (adult 
trainees) which was. likely .to lead to. a 
spot of bother. Arising from comments of 
ours, we discussed the matter. with the 
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1! DOOR FRAMES 
| now being supphed to: 


CITY OF BIRMINGHAM CORPORATION 


BIDDULPH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
CITY OF EXETER CORPORATION 
CITY OF GLASGOW CORPORATION 
CITY OF LIVERPOOL CORPORATION 
CITY OF PLYMOUTH CORPORATION 
HARROGATE CORPORATION 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY COUNCIL 
NORTHAMPTON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
THINGOE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
WEST LANCASHIRE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
WILLENHALL URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


HN COUNTY BOROUGH. OF HASTINGS 


DURHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
NIDDERDALE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 


STOKE-ON-TRENT CITY & COUNTY BOROUGH 


SCOTTISH SPECIAL HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
ST. PANCRAS METROPOLITAN BOROUGH 
ENFIELD URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - 
WATFORD RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
WALTHAMSTOW MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 
BLAYDON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
WEDNESBURY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 
SWAFFHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
CITY OF BRISTOL CORPORATION 


CITY OF SOUTHAMPTON CORPORATION 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD., SMETHWICK, BIRMINGHAM & 17 BERNERS ST., LONDON, W.1 
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Wii a majority of Contractors and Builders are aware 
that the Eastwoods Group provides bricks, cement, tiles, concrete 
pipes, concrete aggregates and insulating materials, and also 
Specialist services such as roofing and roof and wall insulation 
—the fact is not so well known that one of our Associate 
Companies supplies all electrical fittings and apparatus such 
as switch gear, fuse boxes, fires and heaters, refrigerators, 
wash boilers, immersion heaters, cookers, clocks and _ all 


accessories to the Building and Electrical Trades. 


Technical advice on electrical heating, hot water supply, 
cooking and lighting problems is always at your disposal 
and we can offer extensive experience on the subject of 
the selection of suitable types of accessories and switch 


gear for various purposes. 


COMPREHENSIVE STOCKS 
OF THE HIGHEST QUALITY FITTINGS 
DELIVERIES ARE .PROMPT 
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late Lord Portal, at that time Minister of 
Works, to whom I readily paid tribute for 
his readiness to: discuss matters with the 
building industry.” 

Further White Papers were published 
which pointed to the necessity of limiting 
activities in the building industry. His 
own view was now that the time had 
arrived to agitate for a shorter working 
week. It would not come this week or 
next week, but they should recapture the 
pioneer spirit of the movement and go 
ahead with vigour. If the Americans could 
solve the problem of production and 
leisure, so could they. He did not believe 
for one moment that the shorter working 
week would have any adverse effect on the 
economic position. All modern trend was 
in line with the movement for greater 
leisure, which he did not regard as incon- 
sistent with economic recovery. Far from 
it, they complemented each other. 


“LOST” BUILDING WORKERS 


Union Branch’s 50 per cent. Membership 
Drop 

A JOINT committee of the Birmingham 
Trades. Council and the Birmingham 
branch of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives has asked that 
to recover building workers lost to other 
industries, and so increase the rate of 
house building in the city, the Corpora- 
tion should set up a direct house-building 
department. 

At a_ recent conference it was 
announced that the Town Clerk, Mr. 
J. F. Gregg, had written to the area secre- 
tary of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Operatives stating that it was 
hoped to arrange a meeting between re- 
presentatives of the Federation and the 
Public Works Committee in the near 
future. 

Mr. D. CRAWFORD, secretary of the 
Birmingham branch of the Federation, 
said that more than half of the branch’s 
3,500 members were no longer in the 
building industry. 

Within the last eighteen months about 

1,000 workers had been lost to Corpora- 
tion housing contsacts chiefly because of 
lack of continuity of contracts, in turn 
due to the Public Works Department 
being unable to deal quickly enough with 
a vee amount of drawing and other paper 
work. 
The lost workers, who had gone chiefly 
to the motor-car industry, would be 
drawn back only by a carefully worked- 
out incentive scheme. The Birmingham 
Corporation should set up a direct build- 
ing department as Wolverhampton and 
other West Midland towns had done. 

Mr. W. Turner, president of the 
branch, said that the problem should be 
treated as a military operation. It might 
be necessary to introduce a form of 
Essential Works Order, under trade union 
control, to direct building workers to 
priority work in the city. 


Oversea Standards in U.K. 


The British Standards Institution states 
that it appears that it is not sufficiently 
well known that the Institution acts as 
the agent in the United Kingdom of all 
oversea national standards organisations. 
At the present time, when every possible 
avenue ‘for export is being explored, 
many concerns write direct to standards 
organisations oversea, only to be referred 
to the B.S.I. Time and money will be 
saved by applying to the British Standards 
institution, 24-28, Victoria-street, Lon- 
don, S.W.1, for all information regard- 
ing standards, both home and oversea. 
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Some Decisions 


rPHE following resolutions were passed 
at the recent 32nd annual conference 

of the National Federation of Building 

Trades Operatives at Porthcawl :— 


Waces.—‘ That this Conference - is 
sensible of the adverse price develop- 
ments which have occurred since the 1947 
wages increase. It asserts that wages, ex- 
pene in terms of purchasing power, 
ave declined since 1939 and that the 
substantial money increases which have 
been secured during the decade fail to 
achieve a wage level which corresponds 
to the necessities of modern standards 
of life. Conference calls upon the 
executive to review the wage position 
in the light of the above observations.” 

HOLIDAYS: WITH Pay AGREEMENT.— 
Holidays during Unemployment and 
Sickness. “That this Conference, having 
fully considered the operation of the 
Holidays-with-Pay Scheme, and appre- 
ciating the efforts made and achieved to 
improve the scheme since its operation 
in the industry, is of the opinion that 
before any efforts are made to increase 
the period of the annual holiday our 
representatives on the Board of Manage- 
ment should press for the recognition of, 
and payment for, periods of proved 
unemployment and proved periods of 
sickness, and to this end Conference in- 
structs accordingly.” 

Amount of Pay.—‘ That this Con- 
ference is of opinion that the executive 
committee should take the necessary 
action to ensure that the payment of a full 
week’s wages for the annual stop week 
in the industry.” 

WorKING WEEK (40-hour, five-day 
week).—“ That this Annual Conference 
of the N.F.B.T.O. is of the opinion that 
a vigorous demand should be made to 
the employers for the early introduction 
of a 40-hour, five-day week, without 
reduction of weekly wages, as it con- 
siders that this reform is long overdue 
for the building industry.” 
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BUILDiNG REGULATIONS.—* That while 
welcoming the introduction of the Build- 
ing (Safety, Health and Welfare) Regu- . 
lations, .1948, Conference notes that the 
number of factory inspectors has not 
been increased and therefore requests 
the appropriate authority to provide the 
extra inspectors necessary to enforce the 
terms of the Regulations.” 


REGRADING APPLICATIONS.—* That this 
Conference instructs the executive com- 
mittee to take steps to reduce the period 
from three years to two years with respect 
to regrading applications.” 


TRAVELLING IN EMPLOYERS’ VEHICLES. 
—(Safety Provisions). ‘That this Con- 
ference instructs the executive committee 
of the N.F.B.T.O. to press for safety pro- 
visions to be introduced into the Build- 
ing and Welfare Regulations in order to 
ensure complete protection to opera- 
tives being conveyed in employers’ 
vehicles to or from the site of building 
operations. Further, that all such vehicles 
Shall provide suitable seating accommo- 
dation and protection against weather 
conditions.” 


Housinc.—“‘In view of the ever- 
pressing need to rehouse people living in 
slums, overcrowded or sub-standard 
houses, and to house the growing num- 
bers of houseless citizens, this Conference 
believes that a drastic reorientation of 
material supplies and lpbour forces is 
necessary. It therefore urges the General 
Council of the Federation to give im- 
mediate consideration to the following 
matters with a view to making approaches 
to the Government:—(a) More strict 
control of materials and prices; (b) maxi- 
mum trade with countries who can pro- 
vide materials in short supply; 
(c) Government loans at 2 per cent.; 
(d) launching of campaign in the build- 
ing industry and providing incentives to 
attract craftsmen and labourers to hous- 
ing work; and (e) closer collaboration 
with the N.F.B.T.O. (as the people who 
build houses), particularly in assessing 
targets and allocation of labour and 
material.” 


PENSION SCHEME FOR THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY.—“ That this Conference is of 
opinion that the time has arrived when a 
pension scheme for the building industry 
should be formulated.” 


NATIONALISATION OF THE BUILDING 
INDustTRY.—“ That this Annual Con- 
ference, believing that previous Con- 
ference resolutions on the nationalisa- 
tion of the building industry should be 
further considered, instructs the executive 
committee to prepare a scheme for at 
least the first stage of public control, in- 
cluding the setting up of a National 
Building Corporation, and to report its 
recommendations to the next annual 
conference.” 


Other Motions. 

The following motions were carried 
with a direction that they be referred to 
the Joint Executive Councils, a meeting 
of which is to be convened some time 
near the date of the next General Council 
meeting in September :— 


UNIFORM GRADING.—* That this Con- 
ference instructs the N.E.C. to proceed 
to negotiate one grade rate for the whole 
of the country.” 


TRAVELLING TIME PAYMENT.—“ That 
this Conference urges the E.C. to do its 
utmost to obtain a constitutional amend- 
ment to National Rule 6A (A:1) to read: 
‘Operatives being paid for the actual 
time spent both ways, travelling to and 
from the jab.’ ” 
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The following motions were accepted 
for~ reference to the executive com- 
mittee :— 


Bonus PAYMENTS — “ INCENTIVES” 
AGREEMENT.—(1) “ That this Conference 
declares that the employers’ 1947 pro- 
posals for the introduction of incentive 
bonus were based on the fallacious 
assumption that their membership 
generally supported such a step. It 
records that since the October, 1947, 
Agreement, merely a minority of firms 
have implemented its bonus provisions 
and that even in those cases there has 
been widespread avoidance of site con- 
sultations and the principle of the yields 
averaging 20 per cent. of basic wage 
rates. 


“Conference is of opinion that this 
failure does not necessarily indicate that 
incentive bonus is incapable of applica- 
tion to the building industry, and con- 
siders that the present unsatisfactory 
Position is mainly due to the ambiguity 
and restriction of the existing agreement. 
Conference therefore recommends that 
before any permanent addition to the 
National Agreement on payment by 
results is agreed, the Nationa] Executive 
Committee should insist upon either one 
National Schedule of bonus targets or 
the joint registration of all individual 
schemes through the regional machinery. 

(2) “In view of the approaching ter- 
mination of the trial period of the In- 
centives Agreement dated November 16, 
1947, this Conference instructs the 
Executive Committee that, should any 
further agreement be entered into, such 
cs eee be directed upon the principle 
of payment by results as operated under 
the Essential Work (Building and Civil 
Engineering) Order, 1942, thus setting 
out lines of guidance for operation, sub- 
ject to site adjustment. 

“Further, that any such agreement 
entered into shall be compulsory within 
the Working Rule Agreement of the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry. 

(3) “That this Conference is of the 
opinion that, in view of the small per- 
centage. of members participating in 
bonus schemes and the lack of control 
over them, the Executive Committee 
should now take the necessary action to 
prevent their continuation. 

(4) “ That this Conference seeks the 
termination of Incentive Bonus Pay- 
ment Agreement on the grounds that its 
operation creates detrimental influence 
on operatives and employers and its con- 


tinuance is not, therefore, in the best in- , 


terests of the industry.” 


APPRENTICESHIP..—‘ That this Con- 
ference believes that the most efficient 
and beneficial method of recruitment to 
the building industry is by the appren- 
ticing of young learners and it accord- 
ingly re-declares its adherence to the 
principle of a National Apprenticeship 
Scheme. 

“Conference, therefore, records 
keen disappointment that the existing 
National Apprenticeship Scheme, after 
four years from its inception, has merely 
been partially applied and has failed to 
achieve its declared aims of comprehen- 
sive indenturing and surveillance; further, 
that the reasons for this lie in the fact 
that undue reliance on the loyalty and 
enthusiasm of Local Employers’ Associa- 
tions is implicit in the agreement. 

“This experience convinces Con- 
ference that a major change is required 
and it recommends the Executive Com- 
mittee to proceed on the lines of secur- 
ing a broadening of the basis of control. 
It advises that the principle of local ad- 
ministration be retained but that the in- 
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dustrial scheme should be merged with 
the B.A.T.C. and statutory powers sought 
in order to provide Local Apprenticeship 
Committees with the necessary authority 
to enforce minimum standards of train- 
ing, care and registration. 

“That this Conference is very con- 
cerned at the present rate of recruitment 
of apprentices, and urges that immediate 
steps be taken by our national bodies to 
intensify a greater intake into the in- 

ustry.” 

BUILDING AND CrIviL_ ENGINEERING 
AGREEMENTS—UNIFICATION.—“ That this 
Conference expresses its concern at the 
lack of definition regarding conditions of 
employment as applying in the civil 
engineering industry and emphasises this 
concern with regard to the position of 
building trade craftsmen. Conference 
calls upon the Executive of the 
N.F.B.T.O. to take immediate steps to 
negotiate conditions of employment in 
the civil engineering industry which, con- 
sistent with regional administration and 
practice, will at no point be less favour- 
able than those operating in the build- 
ing industry.” 


PUBLIC WORKS PROGRAMME 
IN AUSTRALIA jj 


Mr. CHIFLEY, the Australian Prime 
Minister, in his weekly broadcast on 
August 21, said that the Government had 
a £600 million plan for public works 
ready to make jobs if at any time depres- 
sion and unemployment again hit Aus- 
tralia. The plan provided for the build- 
ing of schools, hospitals, houses, roads, 
irrigation works, railways, and power 
stations. 

The idea was that if investment by 
private enterprise fell off public enterprise 
would step in to fill the gap and main- 
tain employment and income. In the 
past when investors cut down plans and 
men were thrown out of work the pub- 
lic authorities “ acting on confused ideas 
about economy and so-called sound 
finance” had usually cut down their 
works too. 

If Australia were put to such a test 
again the National Works Council was 
determined that Government would not 
again add to the waste of the greatest 
national asset—full employment. The 
proposed works were developmental pro- 
jects which would add to the strength 
and efficiency of Australia’s economic 
machine. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bradford Grammar School. 

In our description of the Bradford 
Grammar School illustrated in our last 
issue, the name of Messrs. Géirlings, 
Ferro-Concrete Co., Ltd. Great West- 
road, Feltham, Middlesex, was omitted 
from the list of sub-contractors. This 
firm was responsible for the whole of the 
reconstructed stonework and enrichments 
for the scnool. 


Licences Witheld from Private Builders, 


Reversing the Housing’ Committee’s 
decision and ignoring the recommenda- 
tion of their Engineer, the Chesterfield 
Rural District Council has decided not 
to dispose of a balance in its housing 
allocation ‘by issuing 30 licences to private 
enterprise builders. Instead, the Engin- 
eer was instructed to put into contract 
ana the 30 houses on sites, avaii- 
able. 


Territorials and N.H. Insurance. 
Arrangements have recently been 
made (states the L.M.B.A. Information 
Service) between the Services Depart- 
ments and the Ministry of National 
Insurance under which national in- 
surance contributions (but not industrial 
injuries contributions) will be paid by the 
Service Department concerned for 
periods during which men and women 
in the Auxiliary Forces attend Training 
Camps. 
“An Example in Quantity Surveying.” 
Messrs. Crosby Lockwood and Son, 
Ltd., the publishers of “An Example in 
Quantity Surveying,” by Arthur J. Willis, 
ask us to warn readers that, owing to a 
printing error, the pages in the Abstract 
of the new revised edition may be -out of 
order. Perfect and ‘imperfect copies are 
in circulation, and perfect copies can be 
recognised by the heading on the back of 
Page 1 which is “Concretor.” The pub- 
lishers will supply perfect copies for im- 
perfect on application to 39, Thurloe- 
street, London, S.W.7. 


TRADE NEWS 


Northern Agents. 

Messrs. Beaumont, Pearce and Co., 28, 
Sandhill, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1, have been 
appointed representatives for the North- 
ern Counties for Talbex, Ltd. 


Trade Catalogues Wanted. 

Messrs. H. and F. Farrell, Ltd., 
buildérs and contractors, would be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues of all 
descriptions at “ Sutherland House,” 29, 
Brighton-road, Sutton, Surrey. 


New Offices. 

Messrs. Bruce Martyn, Ltd., specialists 
in industrial and domestic jointless floor- 
ing, announce that they have opened 
new Offices at Piccadilly House, Regent- 
street, London, W.1 (tel: Regent 6296-7). 


Lime Hydrating. 

Messrs. Sturtevant Engineering Co., 
Ltd., Southern ‘ House, Cannon-street, 
London, E.C.4, have issued an illustrated 
booklet entitled “‘ Lime Hydrating ” which 
includes a detailed description of the 
Knibbs-Sturtevant process of hydration. 


Appointments. 

Mr. G. H. Rolt has been appointed a director 
of Sealocrete Products, Ltd. 

Mr. A. Gordon Silver has joined the- staff of 
the Morris Singer Company, where his experi- 
ence in the design and construction of archi- 
tectural metal work will be at the disposal of 
architects. 

Mr. F. 
board of directors of Messrs. J. 
Ltd., of Bond-street, London. 


Shilton has been appointed to the 
K. O. Cutters, 
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Swimming Bath Insulation. 

A contract has _recently been carried 
out by Turners Asbestos Cement Co., 
Ltd., at the indoor public swimming 
baths at Walthamstow. 


To counteract the sharp reverberations 
of sound which seem inseparable from 
the indoor swimming bath, the entire 
inside of the concrete roof has been 
treated with sprayed asbestos cement to 
a substantial thickness in a continuous 
unbroken surface. This treatment, it is 
considered, serves a three-fold purpose. 
It absorbs sound and eliminates echo; it 
provides adequate thermal insulation; 
and the coating, being absorbent, is re- 
sistant to the formation of condensa- 
tion. 


Scottish Industries Exhibition. 

In order to display floor covering, the 
stand of the North British Rubber Com- 
pany at the Scottish Industries Exhibition, 
which opens at Kelvin Hall, nn on 
September 1, will be built partly as a 
double-decker, with a balcony command- 
ing a view of the whole Exhibition. The 


staircase will be fitted with a combined. 


tread, nosing and riser, 4 ft. wide, in 
attractive marble effect colourings of 
green, blue, black and white. On the 
main floor of the stand there will be a 
diagonal design of North British marbled 
“Paraflor” in strips 18 in. wide, while 
the upstairs floor will be laid with 12-in. 
tiles of terracotta with intersecting lines 
of }-in. cream. 


A Lathe Grinder Attachment. 


Messrs. S. Wolf and Co., Ltd., announce 
the reintroduction into the “ Wolf” elec- 
tric tool range of the model GL3 lathe 
grinder attachment, which fills a need in 
the maintenance workshop for grinding 
lathe centres, hardened spindles, etc., or 
for the internal grinding of chuck jaws, 
hardened bushes, collets, etc., thus in- 
creasing the usefulness of the 6-in. or 
8-in. centre lathe. The grinding spindles 
are belt driven from a .4 h.p. universal g 
motor, the variation in speeds for’external 
and internal grinding being obtained by 
pulleys of various sizes. Both motor and 
grinding spindle are carried on a cast-iron 
bed-plate of substantial section with cast- 
in slot for bolting down. The grinding 
quills are mounted on four adjustable 
ball bearings, the assembly being preci- 
sion-fitted to ensure cocl running. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Auchnairn.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect new 
school, for which the plans are in the hands of 
Mr. James C. Miller, 191, Ingram-st., Glasgow. 


Biantyre.—Plans in hand for factory buildings 
at Craighead, Whirtelberry-rd., for which the 
architects are Boyd Brothers, 46, Hamilton-rd., 
Cambuslang. 

Dougtas.—Plans in hand for ice-cream factory 
at -Main-st., for Sommerville, for which the 
architects are Whyte & Barrie, 38, High-st., 
Biggar. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and 
additions, etc., for the Skefko Palientae Co., 
Ltd... which are to be carried out at Hope-st.. 
and for which the architects are Peter Dunham 
Group, 42-44, Hastings-st., Luton, Beds. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans are in hand for additions 
and alterations at the Duke-st. School at Lark- 
hall, these being in the hands of James ¢. 
Miller, 191, Ingram-st., Glasgow. 


Rutherglen.—Plans approved for ice-cream 
factory at Richmond-dr, and Hamilton-rd., the 
plans being in the hands of N. Lombardi, 180, 
ye st rd., Rutherglen. 


.—Lanarkshire C.C. a eee plans for 
alten ions and additions at St. Joseph’s Old 
School, for which the architect is William Watt, 
Albert- ‘rd., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Stonehouse.—Lanarkshire €.C. to erect new 
school for which the architect is William Watt, 
Albert-rd., Motherwell-Wishaw. 


Tigres 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a —— (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 

BUILDING 
AUGUST 27. 

Mi lesey E.C.—Primary school, Beaumaris. 
Johnson, (A.), County A., Shire Hall, 
Dep. £5 5s. 


UGUST 29. 
t*Isle of Wignt C.C.—New school, Sandown. 
F. H. Booth (A.), County. A., NewDort. Dep. 
£3 3s. Tenders by September 30 


AUGUST 30. 
tHythe 


Ténders by Septem- 


T.C.—48 houses at Horns st. site. T.C., 
“‘ Oaklands,” 1, Stade-st. _ 3 3s. 


AUGUST 3 

vo orign T.C.—63 flats Ay ‘Clifton Vale, Hot- 
wells. Nelson Meredith (F.), City A., Eagle 
House, Colston -ave. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Staffs C.C.—Conversion of former decontami- 
nation yr to a Youth Club, at Ocker 
wy Tipton. A. ©. H. Stillman, Architect and 

6. Connty | Education Offices, Earl-st., Stafford. 


£2 
Pe ccnestiotd U.D.C.—50 houses a Gee 
ave. E. & S., 29, Bolton-rd. Dep. £ 
SEPTEMBER 1, 
tat Birmingham T.C.—12 houses at Barrows- 
Yardley, and 80 houses and bungalows at 
Peart rd., Longbridge. - Manzoni, 
City E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. for one contract or 
£4 4s, for both. 


t*Dukinfield T.C.—40 houses, Yew Tree-la. 
site. Cruickshank & Seward (F.), per 4 
16, Princess-st., Manchester, 1. Dep. £3 


Tenders by September 27. 

+*Surre C.—War damage reinstatement at 
Malden Y Maron’ s homes, Kingston-rd.. New 
Malden. County A., Kingston-on-Thames. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 2. 

*Durham Colleges.—Completion of St. Mary’s 
College, my! eads-la. Treasurer, 38, North 
Bailey. ep. £10 10s. 

t*North Riding C. C.—Police house, office and 

garage. Hunton, near Bedale. County Ba 
Northallerton. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Walsall C. B.— Workshop block at Walsall 
and Staffordshire technical college. A. C. H. 
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ptillman, Architect & §., County Education 
Offices, Earl-st., Stafford. Dep. £4 4s. Tenders 


by October 7 
SEPTEMBER 3 

t*Essex C.C.—Kitchen and dining- een, “3 
ford Eight Ash Green primary school. 
Conolly (F.), County A., Chelmsford. 

SEPTEMBER 5. 

t*Beds C.C.— Police houses, Leighton 
Buzzard and Totternhoe. J. B. Graham, Clerk 
Shire Hall, Bedford. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Harrow U.D.C.—180 dwellings at Grove 
estate, Pinner. E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by October 10. 

t*Lanes €.C.—Six schools on various ‘abet: 
38 police houses in Stretford, and alterations 
and adaptations, Lancaster central kitchen. G. 
Noel Hill (F.), County A., Preston. 

Wittiton R.D.C.—-Four houses at Allenford. 
E. & §., Council Offices, Fore-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


‘Worthing R.D.C.—(a) Six gine <. houses and 


(b) 6 as yy | flats a} Worth mt East 
—— & 4. 15, Mill-rd., Worthing: Dep. 


SEPTEMBER 7. 

t*East Sussex C.C.— Alterations and conver- 
sions of “ St. Mary’s,” Horam, for school for 
educationally sub-normal boys. J. Cate hpole 
(A.), County A., Lewes. .Tenders by October 5. 

*East Sussex ©.C.—New junior mixed school 
at Lewes. J. Catchpole (A), County A., Lewes. 

t*Norfolk E.C.—New junior school, Costessey. 
Ww. O. Bell, Chief Education Officer, Stracey- 
rd., Norwich. Dep. £5. 

Torri R.D/G.—Four houses _—_ site 
works Beaford and 4 at Riddlecombe. 
Oliver & , we Queen Anne’s-chbrs., Sautese 
Dep. £3 3s 

Le tae ago 9. 

*Bullington A an .—36 houses at Spring-la., 
Watlington. . Smith (F.), 29, George-st., 
Oxford. Dep. Hiab 

SEPTEMBER 10. 

Bakewell R.D.0.—26 houses at 4 aoe. 

Arnold Lowcock, architect, King-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 12. 


Atcham R.D.C.—Four Airey houses with 
—_ e disposal works at Church Preen. S., 
St. John’s Hill, Shrewsbury. 


pba T.C.—Converting 5 buildings at 
Thames-rd. into 23 flats. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
Biddulph U.D.C.—11_ lock-up garages at 
Braddocks Hay. W. James Venables, archi- 
tect, 1, West-rd., Congleton. Dep. £2 
Bridgwater T.C.—Small block of public con- 
veniences at Taunton-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Finchley T.C.—Levelling . eight classroom 
floors, Manorside school. P. M. Spencer, B.E. & 
, 294-6, Regents Park-rd., N.3. Dep. £1. 
“}* Hartley Wintney R. ag ie houses and 
bengalews at Crondall. H. ©. K. Broadhurst, 


Q 


‘Lichfield T.C.—28 dwellings and 30 houses at 
2 sites at Stowe estate and 32 —- at 
Wheel-la, estate. City E. & 8S. Dep. £2 

Liverpool T.C.—Modern secondary school at 
Stapleton-ave., Speke. City A. and Director of 
Housing, Blackburn-chbrs., Dale-st., Kingsway. 
Dep. £2 

*Luton T.¢.—Corrugated asbestos cement 
roofing, County Primary infants’ school, Ash- 
croft-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Mi h T.C.—106 dwellings at Beech- 
poy site. T. & S., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. 

*Orpington U.D.C.—Repair and conversion 
into "Wate of “Effingham Lodge,” St. Mar. 
Cray. E. a, 8., “ Bark Hart,” 46, Barkhart-rd. 
Dep. £2 2s 

*St. Helens C.B.—64 houses x Derbyshire 
og M. Ward, M.I.Mun.E., B.E. Dep. 

+*Shefheld Regional Hospital Board.—Rein 
statement and reconditioning of a concert hall, 
Ranceby Hospital, near Sleaford. Vallance 
& Westwick, Architects & §S., White- Hart- 
chbrs., Mansfield. Dep. £2 2s. 

Tamworth R.D.C.—22 houses at Dosthill 
estate E. & S., 92, Lichfield-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

t*Worcester T.C.—Erection of first section of 
Brickfields primary school. Watkins & Decker, 
quantity surveyors, 13, Gray’s Inn-sq., London, 
W.C.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 13. 
Bacup T.C.—Two houses at Huttock End 
(No. 1) site. B.E. Dep. £2 2s 
Macclesfield T.C.—40 houses at Ivy-ra. 
estate. Boro’ A., 3, Jordangate. Dep. £2 2s 
SEPTEMBER 14. 

*Dover T.C.—50 houses at Buckland Valley 

and Green-la. Farms estate. B.E., Brook 


House. Dep. £2 2s 
SEPTEMBER 15. : 
*Croydon C.B. — 10 houses, Leighton-st. 


housing estate. B.E. Dep. £3 3s. 


SEPTEMBER 19 
*Derby C.B.—Hutted technical classrooms at 











276 


Alienton senior school, Thos. W. East (F.), 
Boro’ Dep. £2 2s 
*Frimley and Camberley U.D.C.—48 houses, 


aoe Farm housing estate. E. & 8. Dep. 


SEPTEMBER 19. 
oe U.D.C.—78 houses, ‘Verne Common. 


SEPTEMBER 21. 

Marshiand R.D.C.—Four houses at Walpole 
St. Peter. 8. G. Bailey, Council Offices, 
Alexandra-rd., Wisbech. 

SEPTEMBER 23. 

*Coichester T.C.—100 houses (two contracts), 
Shrub End site. J. 8S. Orchard, B.E., 64, Wesi 
Stockwell-st. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

Lowestoft T.C.—Roads and sewers and erec 
tion of 60 houses at siie No. 2 (South). B. E. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 24. 
Sandwich T.C.—Public lavatories and baths at 


Cattle Market. L. R. Barlow (A.), 32, Mill- 
wall-pl. 
SEPTEMBER 28. 
*Bridlington T.C.—49 houses, at Bessingby 
housing estate. B.E. & S. Dep. £5 5s. 
OCTOBER 1. x 
Heokmondwike U.D.C. — 30 houses’ with 
os paths, etc., af Dale-la. F. rown, 
. & §., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
NO DATE. 
"Newmarket R.D.C.—58 houses, on various 
sites. L. I. Coenen (L.), architect, Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 


PAINTING, cceaiienne LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
SEPTEMBER 9. 
*Luton T.C.—External redecoration 
houses and 108 prefabricated bungalows. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


of 66 
B.E. 


SEPTEMBER 10. 
T.C.—External painting < 7a 
City E. & 8. Dep. 


St. Albans 
— at Camp estate. 
8 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


SEPTEMBER 1. 
tBradford-on-Avon U.D.C.—Roads and sewers 


at New-rd. site. C., Westbury House. Dep. 
£1 Is. 
SEPTEMBER 5. 
tMaiden and Coombe T.C.—Surface water 


sewers at Trap-la. and Kingston Hill. B.E. 


SEPTEMBER 8. 

*Mitcham T.C.—Advanced preparation works 
for Elm Nursery housing estate, London-rd., 
consisting of 198 flats and 8 aged persons’ 
dwellings. B.E. & S. 

Act samme C.C.—Preliminary site works 
for proposed new secondary school, Fishguard. 
W. Barrett (A.), County A., Haverfordwest. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

SEPTEMBER 10. 

_ *Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D.C.—Road_ reconstruc- 
tion work, Blackfordby. LL. Swanwick, Archi- 
tect, 44, London-rd., Coalville. Dep. £2 2s 

Braintree and Docking U.D.C.—2,200 yds. of 
8.w. sewers and ancillary works at Bartram- 
ave. E. & §., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


Tettenhall U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Woodhouse estate, weaenat No. 3% E. & S., 
Council Offices. Dep. £3 3 

(SEPTEMBER 12. 
Evesham D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Ashton- under Hi site. E. & S., Council Offices. 


Dep. £2 2s 
+Havant. and Waterloo U.D.C.—Sewage dis- 
posal works, Contract No. 4. Howard Hum- 
phreys & Sons, 17, Victoria- st., S.W.1. Dep. 
£10 10s. 
SEPTEMBER 16. 
Doigelly R.D.C.—Construction of Corris Water 
Supply Scheme. Wallace Evans & Partners, 13, 
Victoria-rd., Penarth. Dep. £10. 


ret ae et 17. 


Hain R.D.C.—Roads, footpaths, etc., 
at Springfield site. E. & S.. Council Offices, 
Bury Fields, Guildford. Dep. £5 5s. 


SEPTEMBER 19. 
Chichester T.C.—Making-up Cedar-dr. 
oo ave. City E. & 8., Council Offices. 


and 
Dep. 
2s. 
SEPTEMBER 20. 
*Covent T.C.—Site works, etc., 
primary school at_Parkgate- rd. D. E. 
son, City A., la, Warwick-row. Dep. £3 3s. 
SEPTEMBER 21. 
Kendal T.C.—Streets and drainage works at 
ee estate. B.E. & S., Lowther-st. Dep. 


nae T.C.—Roads and sewers at Out- 
wood site. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 30. 

Dolgelly R.D.C.—Construction of sewerage 

and sewage disposal ~ pg at Dyffryn. §&., 

Victoria-bldgs. Dep. £10. 
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** THE BUILDER” PRICES 
GALVANISED TANK PRICES 

Following a further decrease in the cost of 
raw materials the Minister of Works has con- 
firmed a reduction equivalent to 24 per cent. of 
the basic prices of galvanised tanks and cisterns 
manufactured by members of the Associated 
Tank Manufacturers. The new plusage is 
65 per cent. on basic list prices and concerns 
all deliveries made on and after August 15, 1949. 











Dolgelly R.D.C.—Construction of Bontddu 
sewerage. S., Victoria-bldgs. Dep. £5, 

Peterborough T.C.—Sewerage and sewage 
purification works at Fengate. J. P. and D. M. 
Watson, 18, Queen Anne’s-gate, 8.W.1. Dep. 
£10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Wembliey.—F.iats.—Hugh Dale & Co., estaie 
agents, 28, Station-approach, Sudbury, propose 
several blocks of flats at ‘‘ Northwick,’’ Harrow- 
rd. Architect not yet appointed. 

Wembley.—F ats anp Orrices.—48 flats and an 
office block at junction of Kenton-rd. and The 
Mall are proposed by Comben & Wakeling, 
builders, 603, Kenton-rd., Harrow, plans_ for 
Ww — their own architecis’ dept. is responsible. 

embley.—Nurses’ Home.—Comben & Wake- 
ae Ltd., builders, 603, Kenton-rd., Harrow, pro- 


pose erecting a nurses’ home on a site at. Har- ° 


row-rd. junction with Copland-ave. and have 
prepared plans themselves. 
Wembley.—Orrices.—Plans for an office block 
at the premises of Claude-General Neon Lights, 
Ltd., South Way, are being prepared by Beard, 
Bennett & Wilkins, 101, Baker-st., W.1. 
Wembley.—WarenHouse, Etc.—Gooch & Wag- 
staff, 4. Old Jewry, E.C.2, are architects for a 
proposed new warehouse, also boiler-house ex- 
tension at Celotex factory, Beresford-ave. 
Wembley.—WorksnHor, SnHowroom, StToRES.— 
Architects for proposed workshop, showroom and 
stores at Empire Garage, Forty-ave., are 
ee Hunter & Co., 1, Cricklewood- broadway, 


Wembley. — Exrension. — Donald Hamilton, 
Wakefield & Partners, 7, Connaught-pl., W.2. 
are architects for a bottling depot at Shahinians 
factory, 283, Ealing-rd. 

Wembley.—Factory AppitT10oNs.—MacDowell & 
Francis, 377, Barking-rd.. E.13, are architects 
for proposed additions to factory of Funditov, 
Ltd., South Way (Exhibition grounds). 

Wembiey.—Factory EXxTENsion.—Beardmore 
Motors, Ltd., 167, Gt. Portland-st., W.1, propose 
extending their factory at Edgware- rd. 
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Wembley.—Factory ExrTensions.—Electroplant 
Co., Palace of Engineering, are to extend their 
premises. Architect is Sydney J. Gray, 30, Bed- 
ford-sq., W.C.1. 

Wembley.—Facrory Extension.—L. C. Norton, 


16, Clifford-st., W.1, is the architect for an ex- 
tension to Fishers Foils, Ltd., factory at South 
Way. 


Wembley.—Cuurcn Ha.i.—Housing and T.P. 
Comm. approved proposal by Comben and 
Wakeling, builders, 603; Kenton-rd., Harrow, to 
build church hall ‘at The Mall junction with 
Mintern-rd. The firm has prepared its. own 
plans. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashington.—U.D.C. Surveyor (B. Preston) 
has prepared skeich plans for flats in Alex- 


andra-rd. 

Ashton-in-Makerfield.— U.D.C. to seek M.O.H. 
sanction for further 50 houses at Bryn Station 
site. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—B.C. 
rebuilding of Stamford Park Hotel, 
rd., for Walker & Homfray, Ltd.; alterations 
to Stamford Arms Hotel, Siamford- -st., for 
Chesters Brewery Co., Ltd.; eight houses at 
Lees-rd. for W. Plant. Surveyor to prepare 
plans and estimate for adapting Claremont, 
Oldham-rd., as dwelling units and further 106 
houses at Crowhill. B.C. seek loan of £19,993 
for 14 houses at Rose Hill-rd. 

Bangor.—T.C. considering erection of mussel 
cleansing station. 

Billingham.—Local Baptists have received 
permission to build church as part of £15,000 
scheme which includes church halls and a 
manse at Cheviot-cres. 

Birmingham.—T.C. to acquire land at Long- 
bridge for immediate housing purposes; to pur- 
chase Field House, Clent, for conversion into 
recuperative centre ; propose two children’s 


approved plans for 
Mossley- 


homes at Rednal House estate; approved 500 
steel-framed houses, at £717,750. 
Blackburn.—_R.D.C. propose 50 houses at 
Waterside. 
reap spe: —E.C. forwarded. plans for new 
R.C. day school at Common Edge-la. and Stan- 
ley-rd., to M.O.E. for approval. 


Burton-on-Trent. — E.C. recommended to 
approve plans for Besamngiow Primary School 
for submission to M.O.E 

Chester.—E.C. propose extensions to annexe 
at City Grammar School, Queen’s Park. 

Chesterfield.—M.O.H. has alloca-ed 100 alu- 
minium bungalows to T.C. Community centre 
at Racecourse- a proposed by T.C. W. S&S. 
Wilson, ‘Boro’: S. 

Derbyshire.—E.C. propose extension to Ches- 
field Technical College and first instalment of 
Ilkeston College of Further Education. 

Hepton.—R.D.C. propose eight aged persons 
dwellings at West Laithe site, Hepponstall; 16 
Airey houses and 12 aged pe rsons dwellings at 
Old ‘Town. 


Hexham.—R.D.C. to build 22 houses at Stocks- 


field. Architects. W. Dixon & Son, 1, Colling- 
wood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Horsforth._U.D.C. propose café, office and 


dressing-rooms at Hall Farm. 

Lanes.—C.C. seek loan of £126,767 for Second 
ary Modern School at Toitington. G. Noe] Hill, 

R.1.B.A., County Offices, Preston, is the archi- 

fect: 

Leeds.—T.C. propose 52 
Lodge, at £68,500. 

Leicester.—T.C. propose 392 houses at Thurn- 
by Lodge estate, 
Lichfield.—T.C. propose 100 houses at Wheel- 

estate. 
Liverpool.—Regional Hospital Board propose 
purchasing Hesketh Park Hydro, Southport, 
and adapting as convalescent hospital, at 
£97,500. E.C. propose erecting Old Swan 
Technical School, at £99,000; extension — to 
School of Commerce (£55,300); gymnasium at 
C. F. Molt Training er (£25,700); second- 
ary school at Speke (£148,150); and Bellevue 
Vale No. 2 School (£56,300). Dr. R. Bradbury, 
City A. 

Manchester. — Regjonal Hospital Board 
approved ; Extension to pathological Jab. at 

*reston Infirmary, at £6,500; conversion of 


houses at Newton 


la. 


Summers Wing into orthopedic dept., at Ash- 
ton Infirmary (£12,700); new dispensary at 
Manchester and Salford Hospital for skin 


diseases. 

Matlock.—Licensing Justices approved plans 
for improvements to King’s Head Inn, Bonsall, 
for Ind, Coope & Alsopp, Ltd. U.D.C. approved 
ae for additional classrooms at St. Elphins 

ublic School for Girls; also alterations to 
bank premises at Market- pl., Cromford, for 
Lloyds Bank, Ltd. 


Middlesbrough.—Plans have been prepared 


by Kitching & Co., 21, yert-rd., Middles- 
brough. for canteen, garage, and locker rooms 
in Depot-rd., for T. R. Dent & Son, wharfingers ; 


Yare & Frankland propose Jaundry in New- 
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rt-rd., for which architect is T. A. Crawford, 
Borough rd., Middlesbrough ; Reas Creamy Ices, 
Lt Redcar, propose conversion of “R.P. 
rescue depot into modern ice-cream factory, 

Middlewich.—U.D. propose 48 houses on 
vee -la. estate. R. J. B. Wilkinson, 

& S. 

” aeaetin 0 8. Errington, 46, Grain r-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, is architect tor wor shop, 
office and other additions, for R. W. Bell & Co., 
New Mills, Barrack-rd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Alterations and improve- 
ments to be made at Bainbridge and Co. stores, 
Market-st. Architect, J. Walton Taylor, Gallow- 
gate, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Regional Hospital Board 
has appointed Saxon, Snell & Phillips, of Lon- 
don, as architects for the development of Dar- 
lington Memorial Hospital and Maternity 
Hospital. 

og! ieeomn tan —J. M. Angus, 

Newcastle, is architect for pro 
and offices, Brinkburn- st., for Walter Dix & 

Co., heating engineers. M. A. ackenzie, 
Eldon-sq., Newcastle, has prepared plans_ for 
alterations to lounge at Oxford Galleries, New 


Hanover- 
sed factory 


Bridge-st. Factory alterations are proposed in 
Stegall. st.. for Doig Bros., printers, to plans 
y C. S. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., Newcasile. 


 doicmon, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle, is archi- 
tect for warehouse at Pandon and Wall Knoll 
for J. Baxter & Co. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—B.C. propose branch 
library at High-st., Silverdale. 


Northampten.—T. C. propose adapting military 


canteen at Racecourse as restaurant, at £9 
Notts.—C.C. propose junior school at High 
Leys, Hucknall, at £100,000. County A., W. 
Evan Roberts, F.R.I.B.A. 

Ormskirk.—T.C. 
baths. bok 
Penketh and Sankey.—Branch of British 
Legion propose new H. 

Retford.—T.C. approved plans for 12 flats on 
Spital Hill site. 

ochdale.—T.C. propose further 28 houses and 
block or shops and Saab a? at Kirkholt 
estate. G. Mercer, B.Sc., A.M.LC.E., ro’ S. 
Rotherham.—T.C. propose community centre 
at Broom Valley housing estate. 

Sale.—T.C. propose reconstruction of Town 
Hall next year. 

Salford.—T.C. propose replacement of dam- 
aged buildings at The Homestead, Stott-la., 


propose public swimming 


Pendleton. W. A. Walker, City E. 
Solihull.—U.D.C. propose additional 260 
houses. Plans by C. R. Hutchinson, surveyor, 


Station-rd., Solihull. 

Southwell.—R.D.C. propose 20 houses, Sutton- 
on-Trent; 36 at Oxton; four at _Gunthorpe ; 20 
at Walesby; and 38 at Blidworth. 

Staffs.—C.C. approved kitchen, dining-room, 
changing room and shower accommodation at 
Stafford Girls’ High School. Aperored in prin- 
ciple child welfare centre at Clayton. 

Stamford, Lincs.—Second storey proposed to 
nurses’ home at Stamford Hospital. Plans by 
F. J, Lenton, Broad-st., Stamford. 

Stanley (Co. Durham). —U.D.C. applied for 
M.H. sanction to borrow £65,650 for 50 pre- 
fabricated houses at South Stanley. 

Staveley.—U.D.C. approved plans for N.C.B. 
—_—-, at Poolsbrook-rd. 

port.—E.C. propose alterations to main 
building oor high school for girls and adaptation 
of Heathfield premises. Plans by- Cruickshank 
& Seward, 16, Princess-st.. Manchester. 

Stoekton-on-Tees.—T.C. seeking permission to 
proceed with fac plan for new transport 
depot. Boro’ E. (G. Cowan) has prepared draft 
scheme. 

Stretford.—B.C. approved plans neg mpersiers, 
Textilose-rd., Trafford Park, Textilose, 
Ltd.; extension to hydrogen plant Westing- 
house-rd., for Southern Oil Co., Ltd.; additional 
offices, Ashburton-rd.,- for N.W. Transport Exe- 
cutive (N.W. Div.); extension to food factory, 


Skerton.rd., for British Arkady Co., Ltd.; and 
extensions to offices, showrooms and _work- 
shops, 770, Chester-rd., for King’s Motors 


(Oxford), Ltd. B.C. propose combined ambu- 
lance station and mortuary -adjoining Trafford 
Public Hall; seek M.O.H. approval of pro- 
visional scheme for restoration of slipper baths 
at Old Trafford Baths. 

Sunderiand.—Matkin & Hawkins, Barclays 
Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., Sunderland, are archi- 
tects for alterations and additions at 241, High- 
st. West. S. J. Stephenson & Gillis, 2, Saville- 
pl., North-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are archi- 
tects for proposed factory for light industry on 
Pallion Trading estate. Alterations proposed to 
“Victory Gardens Hotel,’’ Hendon, to plans by 
é T. R. Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., Sunder- 
land. Morton, Morton & Shaw, solicitors, 20, 
Faweett-st., Sunderland, have submitted plans 
to T.C. for workshops. in Hopper-st. Bay 
Milburn & Partners, 9, The Esplanade, Sunder- 
land, are architects for church hall on ‘Thomey- 
cl. estate. Office extensions HF nny 
Waterworks-rd. to plans by G. rown & Son, 
51. Fawcett-st.. Sunderland. 

Wakefield.—Steam Laundry, Lid., propose 
laundry in Grantley-st: Consulting engineers, 
E. W. H. Powell & Co., 70, Liandaff-rd., Cardiff. 

Warwickshire.—C. H. Elkins, County A., has 
prepared plans for new R.C. secondary school 
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at Nuneafon; completion of Higham-lg., County 
Infants’ School, Nuneaton, and Atherstone 
South County Infants’ School. 

Washington (Co. Durham).—U. D.C. propose 
rebuilding council offices at about £42,000. Mr. 
E. M. Lawson, Barras-bidgs., Barras Brid e, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, has been appointed arc 


tect. 

Wirksworth._U.D.C. Plans are being pre- 
pared by J. Taylor, surveyor, for a further 100- 
150 houses. 


Worcs.—C.C. propose secondary modern 
school, Redditch, at £196,955. L. C. Lomas, 
County A. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes previsionally accepted, 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification, 
4 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
Departments. 
Ashby.—Houses for R.D.C. 12 at Osgathorpe : 


*R. F. Barker, Long Whatton, nr. Lough- 
borough, £16,680 ; six at Swannington: *W. E. 
Griffin, *Whitwick, £8,580 (subject to M.H. 
approval). 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—52 ‘‘ No Fines” houses 


at Crowhill, for B.C.: *George Wimpey & Co.. 
Ltd. (extension of contract). 

Belfast.—Houses at Highfield estate, for Cor- 
poration Housing Committee. (a) 268 houses 
and six flats: *Fortus Constructions, Lid., Bel- 
fast, £413,280 (subject to special conditions) ; 
(b) 25 houses : *Michael Mooney, Ltd., Belfast, 
£29,291 (subject to rise-and-fali clause; (c) 14 
houses: *J. M. Reilly, Lid., Belfast, £19,114 
(subject to price variation clause). 

Bexhill.—16 houses with fencing and drainage 
at Linfield-rd., = T.C. B.E. & 8., Town Hall. 
Quantities by E. Spriggs & Partners, Brom mp 
ton-rd., 8.W.7: *Knight Bros (Brighton), Lt 
Bristol- gdns., Brighton, 200. 

Birmingham. houses at Rednal House 
estate, far T.C.: *A. Langley, Ltd., £327,781. 

Bishop Auckland.—Two blocks of buildings, 
each block comprising four shops with two flats 
above at St. Helen’s estate, for U.D.C. Archi- 


tect, Matthew Robson (L.), Station-chbrs., 
Bishop Auckland: *Bell & Ridley, 79a, North: 
rd., Durham. 


Cambridge.— Police garage and mnineenance 


workshops at Parkside, for T.C. T. V. Bur- 
rows, AJ at we Suantities by G. A. 
Lewis, A.R.LC.S. : *Kidman & Sons, Ltd., Vic- 
toria-rd., Cambridge, £5,535. 


Carlisle. —Alterations and improvements to 
theatre sui‘e at Carlisle General Hospital, for 
ag oe Board. Plans by Divisional Architect, 

nsdale-st., Carlisle: tJ. Millar & Sons, 
London-rd., Carlisle. 

Carmarthenshire.—Infants’ school at Felinfoel, 
nr. Lianelly, for E.C. W. T. Lloyd, County A., 
County Hall: *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 
London. 
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ham.—Eight bungalow-type houses at 
Cannon Bridge estate, for R.D.C. J. H. Beevis, 
-Inst.R.A., | Architect & S., Council Offices, 
“ Oaklands,” 1, Bach-rd., Maidenhead: .*Colin 
W. Hatch, Building Works, Lower-rd., Cook- 
ham-rise, Berks, £8,521. 
and Purtey.—40 houses at Harewood- 
gdns. estate, for U.D.C.: *A. J. Wait & Co. 
(Wallington), Ltd., £52,297; 20 flats at Star-la., 
Hooley estate, *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 
£23,123; 6 houses at Btar- la., Hooley ‘estate. 
*C. Plater, £28,534. 
Droitwich. —Kight houses at Cutnall Green, 
for R.D.C.: *D. B. Evans (Wolverhampton), 


Ltd., £13,846. 

Dudley. —50 houses at Yew Tree Hill estate, 
for.. TF. *W. M. Lindley, Ltd., Dud ley, 
£62,736. 


Durham.—64 ‘outs at Sherburn, for R.D.C.: 
*Direct Labour. 

Durham.—Two additional classrooms at 
Voshiegien Glebe County School, for County 

Berriman, Fence Houses, Co. Durham, 
£3,773 (in place of previous terder withdrawn). 

Kendal.—34 houses at Ryhall site, for T.C.: 
*W. H. Ainsworth & Co., 14, Mints Feet-st., 
Kendal. 

London.—Reconstruction work at 83a, White- 
chapel-rd., E.1. Daydon Griffiths (F.), 
Gloucester-pl., W.1. Mahon & Scears, quantity 
surveyors : Batty & Smith, Ltd. £4,954; Yeo- 
mans & Partners, Lid.. £4,760; Macbeth & 
Pie Ltd., £4,564; *Stox (Contractors), Ltd., 


{London (Admiraity).— Rosyth, H.M.S. “‘ Cale- 
donia” Painting, A. T. Rolland & Son, 4, Kirk- 
erm tn ew). Cont 

—Contracts laced b. 
M.O.W. for week ended August 1 13 id 

London: Royal Courts of Justice, Internal 
painting ~, cleaning, F. 3 Holleyman, 
Cpt igh-st., Barnes, S8.W.3; British 
Museum, lente Sculpture Gallery,’ Internal 
painting, Sy es & Son, Ltd., 8, Essex-st., Strand, 

W.C.2. Dorsetshire : ‘Blandterd Married quar- 
ters, Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Lid., Clarence-st., 
Wolverhampton. ; Rd Ordnance Survey 
Office, Crabwood, Southampton, New negative 
store, Truckell & Barter, Lid., Salisbury-rd., 
Totton, Southampton, Hants; Arches 1 and 2 
and Corn Exchange, The Caitle Market, South- 
ampton, Adaptations to form M.F. slaughter- 
house, R. H. Hanwmond, Ltd., 236, Winchester- 
rd.. Southam ton, Hants. "Huntingdonshire - 
Polish Hostel, Diddin gton, Adaptations to 
school for Polish children, Stanley Brawn, Ltd., 
27, Ermine-st., Huntingdon. Lancs: Stamford 
Institute, Swinton and Pendlebury, Central 
kitchen, P. Hamer, Ltd., Park-st., Swinton. 
Staffs: Charlemont School, Clifton-la., West 
Bromwich, a. kitchen, Geo. Linnecor & 
Son, Ltd. , Newtown-row, Aston, Birming- 
ham, ‘Warwickshire, M.H., 15, Ampton-rd., 
ee gar te Birmingham, Adaptations, ie for 

blood transfusion centre, Rexford (Builders), 
Ltd., Newborough-rd., Shirley, Fm mn 
Worcs: St. Anne's R.C, School, Spetchley, Can- 
teen kitchen, Geo. Harrison & Son (Bldrs.), Lid., 
130, Worcester-rd., Droitwich, Worcs. 

qu War Dept.).—Works contracts 
yaaa by War Dept. for week ended August 


Ta, Miscellaneous work, L. L. Roberts 
(Cheshire), Ltd., Bebington. Warwickshire : 
Miscellaneous work, J. Cole (Genel Lid., 
Rushall. Glain : Building work, T. Howells, 
Leics : isisisantin work, 
Lid., South Wigston. 
Devon: Miscellaneous work, Staverton Builders, 
Ltd., Totnes. Kent: Miscellaneous work, 
Robert Webster (Folkestone), Lid., Folkestone. 

Middlesbrough.—Eight houses at Heythrop- 
dr.: *E. T. Sweeting & Son, Ltd., Back Hay- 
more-st., Middlesbrough. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Painting of schools, for 
*Constables, Ltd., Newcastle, 
West Jesmond Primary School. West Jesmond 
Training College, Wingrove Primary School; 
*Norman Bell, Benton, Newcastle, Heaton 
Grammar and High School; *T. W. Nixon, 
Ltd., Newcastle, St. Mary’s R.C. School, Royal 
Jubilee Primary School, Todd’s Nook Primary 
Wharrier-st. Primary and Secondary 
. and St. Teresa’s R.C. Primary School; 
*W. Marshall, Ltd., Newcastle, Raby-st. Pri. 
mary and Secondary, eagera School; *J. Forster 
& Son, Newcastle, Aloysius R.C, Secondary 


Modern School; *A. hibaperone Ltd., Newcastle, 
St. Mary’s R.C. Modern School, Bolam-st. Pri- 
mary and Special School, North Heaton 


Modern School, St. 


Primary and Secondary 
Ashfield House 


Paul’s C.E. Primary School, 


Nursery; *J. Richardson & Co., Newcastle, 
Kenton ¥ Training College; Morris Bros., 
Newcastle, — Open Air School; *M. 
Alexander Sons. ewcastle, Elswick-rd. 


Primary School. (Total cost, £14,673.) 


Oldham.—28 houses at Limeside estate. for 
: *Greenwoods Building Industries, Ltd.. 
800. 


Ormskirk.—54 houses at Richmond-ave., ‘Burs- 
cough, for U.D.C. E. J. Wright; M.I.Mun.E. 


(L.), Council Offices: *Frank Gatley, ‘‘ May- 
field,” Southport-rd,, Lydiate, £60,606. 
Oswestry.—74 houses for T.C.: *E. W. Gittins, 


Johnstown, £108,433 (subject to M.H. approval). 
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ming pi —Ki ht houses at Blackpool houses at Hill-cl.. 


, for U.D.C.: *Thatcher ne Co., 
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Woodgreen, for R.D.C. Frank 
Andrews (L.), 45, High-st., Ringwood: *G. M. 
: ee Ltd., Pinewell Bidg. Christ- 
chure. 


St. Ives (Hunts).—10 houses at Houghton, for 
R.D.C.: *Marniot & Walker, Wyton, Hunts. 

Salford.—32 flats and four shops as extension 
to Langworthy Flats, Eccles New-rd., for T.C. 
*W. Gornall & Sons, Ltd., Salford, £58, 750. 

Southampton.—194 houses at Millbrook site 
and Harefield site, for C.B. . Berger, Dip. 
Arch. (A.), Boro’ ’A.: *F. Bilton, Ltd., 83-87, 
Wincolmlee, Hull, Yorks, £215,955. 

Stockt ton-on-Tees.—Completion of girls’ dept. 
at Stockton Oxbridge-av. New Grammar 
School, for Durham County E.C. County Archi- 
tect, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham: *Wim- 
pey & Co., Ltd., Newcastle-on- Tyne, £90,000. 

Sunderiand.—Conversion of premises at Mow- 
broy-ter. into juvenile employment centre, child 
guidance centre and speech therapy clinic, for 
E.C.: *Direct Labour by Education Works 
Dept., £6,850. 

Totnes. —10 nenese at Marldon and 4 at Holne, 
for K.D.C. A. Parry (A.), M.I.Mun.E., Coun- 
cil Offices, “Higher Plymouth-rd., Totnes. Quanti- 


orks, 


ties by G. S. Harris & Partners, 46, Hyde-rd., 
Paignton: 
Marldon: 
T. Brook & Co., Ltd., Buckfastleigh ... £16,022 
id & Colton, Paignton ‘on 14,964 
R. Knapman & Son, Paignton 14,767 
L. one ny Paignton ; 14,600 
W. R. Lewis, Paignton 14,285 
Barnes & Burnell, “Ltd., Paignton 13,560 
R. Woodward & Son, Paignton ‘bs 13,199 
*W. J. Lidgey, Paignton ‘es 12,957 
ee: 

J. Biake, Totnes ... ‘ ce on, toe 
Bist & Son, tvybridge —... 6,859 
*T. Brook & Co., Ltd., Buckfastleigh . soo, eee 


(Subject to confirmation by 
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SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 
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VIBRATED CELLULAR BLOCKS 


INCREASE thermal insulation 
REDUCE building costs 
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BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF, 
PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 9091 
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pill of quantities and provision of an adequate 


Wantage.—Houses for R.D.C. Four at Chad- 
dieworth: *L. C. Mizen, Ltd., £7,609; eight at 
East Hendred: *Colleit Rogers, Oxford, 
£10,320; six at Grove: *J.’P. Barrett & Sons, 
West Hanney, £7,910; four at Blewbury: 
*Gilmores, £7,177; six ‘at. Harwell: *Childney 
Building Co., £7 717; +o at Letcombe Regis: 
*R. Ro inson, Wantage, £2,063 (all subject to 
M.H. approval). 

West Hartlepool. —Four_houses at Sheridan- 
gr., for T.C.: *Watt Bros., Park-rd., West 
Hartlepool. 

Whitehaven.—Conversion of ‘The Hollins,” 
Hensingham, into auxiliary hospital, for New- 
castle Hospital Board. Architect, H. B. Stout 
A.), 6, Scotch-st., Whitehaven. ‘Building and 
joinery work: *J. ’Glaister & Son, Whitehaven; 
plastering: *A. K. Forbes, Aspatria; painting: 
*J. Parker & Son, Whitehaven; and plumbing 
and glazing: *J. Walker, St. Bees. 

; wan an dwellings at Crow Wood estate, 
or 


Boro’ A., Brendan House. Quantities 
by Gornah, Wainwright & Co., St, Helens: 
*Boro’ of Widnes Building Dept., 


Group 1, 24 
houses, £30,739; Group 2, 38 houses, £45,053 ; 
troup 3, 20 houses, £24,156. 
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WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Ventilator 


IN USE 


Boyle's -sx*ri.- 


OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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St. Albans & Mid-Herts 
Hospital (Extension). 


Architect : 
L, J: Ellis, Esq., LiR.1;B.A 













UTTING, in the Orlit use of the word, 
H is applied to a great variety of buildings, 
from temporary accommodation on a bombed 
site to dignified structures for semi-permanent use. 

When any such building has to be erected 
with the maximum speed and the minimum use 
of timber and steel, the Orlit Pre-Cast method 


The new “Sarah Swift” Surgical Ward at of hutting will suit best. 
Guy’s Hospital. y 


Architects} 
Messrs, Thompson, Walford & Fielder, F|A.R.1.B.A. 
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THE BUILDER August 26 1949 


CAN WE MAKE. CERTAIN THAT WE. ARE 


COMPLYING WITH THE NEW BUILDING REGULATIONS ? 


YW WE KNOW THAT THE SCAFFOLDING 


WILL BE ERECTED BY THE SCHEDULED DATE ° 









QUICKLY CAN THE STRUCTURE 
BE DISMANTLED AND THE SITE CLEARED ? 


WY, ss, iS IT 


ALL GOING TO COST? 








DO WE GET 
STARTED, ANYWAY ? 
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D [CORATIVE a 
AintinG il 
By Appointment to his late Majesty King George V, ONTRACTO 
WOOD FLOORING € Usa) 
NATIONAL FLOORING C° L” B | N ya 
—LOLHEIR VIMOST ABILITY 


183, HAMMERSMITH ROAD, W.6 | ”» 


SALTER, EDWARDS | Brainacasiaal | BOCK ASPHALTE 


& CO. LTD. 
co. LTD. 


A S Pp H A L T E R S ASPHALTE, TARMACADAM & FELT ROOFING 


LONDON, W.9. enn note 183 HAMMERSMITH ROAD, LONDON, W.6 
Telephone : RIVERSIDE 5226. 


TARPAVING EVERYWHERE / 









































ABBEY 3232 LiveRPoot @ MANCHESTER 







































GENERAL ASPHAILTE @% siinchan © anisron 


41, GREAT PETER STREET, S.W.1 















LIQUID COLOURS for CEMENT, CONCRETE, Etc. 
Manufactured by SEALOCRETE PRODUCTS LIMITED 
Atlantic Works, Macbeth St., H’smith, Londen, W.6. Phone: R 6 


‘SEALANTONE 
























N 


MARBOLITH COMPOSITION 
with bitumised finish, laid over new 
or old concrete, boards, etc. Also 


LINOLEUM, CORK TILES, RUBBER, ETR. 


Particulars, Samples From: 


THE MARBOLITH FLOORING Co. Lea. 
29 ALBERT EMBANKMENT, LONDON, S.E.11 
RELIANCE. 2062-3 


BRIGHTS 
ASPHALT 


ST. MARY'S CHAMBERS, 161A, STRAND, 
LONDON, W.C.2. Telephone: TEMPLE BAR 7 


_STEELWORK sy 


SHARMAN 


ead Office: LTD. 


HE PARADE, SUNBURY, MIDDX. 
‘Phone: Sunbury3210 ’Grams: ‘‘ Sharman, Sunbury"! 
All communications to above address. 
Works : SWAN WORKS, HANWORTH, MIDDX, 
"Phone: Feltham 3007 And at HAYES, MIDDX. 
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BITUMEN or PITCH FLOORS 
GOLOURED OR NATURAL SHADES 
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IPSWICH, MIDDLESBROUGH 
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ARTHUR L. GIBSON & CO. L®D. 
PATENT Wicheise 


Ki 


TWICKENHAM Popesgrove 2276 
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E. C. & J. KEAY LTD. 


Constructional Engineers and fronfounders 


STEEL-FRAMED BUILDINGS 
BRIDGES ROOFS STANCHIONS 
GIRDERS TROUGH FLOORING ff poe ee 
Cl. TANKS Cl. COLUMNS J = = = — 


5 * : bo weit Oe es 
C.. GUTTERS 4 ii pha ol 7 
CONTRACTORS TO H.M. ADMIRALTY, Seeueee | SE 3 
H.M. WAR OFFICE, H.M. OFFICE OF 
WORKS, CROWN AGENTS FOR THE 
COLONIES 





JAMES BRIDGE WORKS, DARLASTON ..uunymere” STRATFORD ROAD 


Telephone : ees? HIENLEY-IN-ARDEN, WARWICKSHIRE 
Darlaston 161 Keay, Birmingham Telephone: 211 HENLEY-IN-ARDEN ° 


Also LONDON and SOUTHAMPTON 












Armitage Engineering Bricks satisfy in full measure the demands of 
architects for structural material which will withstand maximum 
pressures. For this reason they are regularly specified for some of 
the largest engineering contracts in this country. Absorption is a 
mere 0.97% (Kirkcaldy). We also manufacture fine quality Red 
Facing Rustic, Multi-coloured and all kinds of Moulded Bricks, 
Machine-made and Sand-faced Tiles, also all classes of York Stone, 
either rough-sawn or to Architects’ details. 


ARMITAGE ENGINEERING BRICKS 


GEO. ARMITAGE & SONS LTD., ROBIN HOOD, WAKEFIELD. 


Telephone: ROTHWELL 2141 (3 lines)(LEEDS) Telegrams: “ARMITAGE SONS: ROBIN HOOD: 





CRADLE-SCAFF L* 


CONTRACTORS FOR HIRE AND FIXING 
SCAFFOLDING AND TRAVELLING CRADLES 


OFFICES : 
6, 7 & 8, PERCY PLACE, 


SHEPHERD’S BUSH, LONDON, W.12 


Works: 143A, Percy Road. Stores: 2,3, 4&5, Percy Place 
Telephone: SHEPHERD’S BUSH 2377 (4 lines) - 
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